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What’s
News
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# Across Silicon Valley,
startup founders are enjoy-
ing a wave of computing
credits and fielding compet-
img offers from Al-model
makers racing to land new
enterprise customers. A1

# On their first day in the
Masdag-100, SpaceX’s shares
dropped 6.8% to $149.47,
down from a peak above
$200 and below the $150
price where shares began
trading on June 12. Nasdaq,
S&P 500 and Dow fell 1.2%,
0.4% and 0.2%, respectively. B1

# Buyout firms face a back-
log of unsold portfolio com-
panies that is only worsen-
ing as investor concenns
deepen about Al's impact on
the software industry. B1

+ Democratic lawmakers
are seeking information from
Cantor Fitzgerald about how
it may have benefited on a
rare-earths deal from its ties
with Commerce Secretary
Howard Lutnick. B1

* Americans have turned
out in droves to watch the
World Cup, shattering TV
viewership records. B1

+ Getty Images has officially
called off its merger with
Shutterstock. about a week
after the deal was dealt a
blow by a UK. regulator. B3
* Mestlé is looking to spice
up some of its products to
counter the duller taste
buds that can accompany
GLP-1 weight-loss drugs. B3
* Italy’s Eni is buying a 25%
stake in a Chilean lithium
project owned by Energy Ex-
ploration Technologies for
£225 millicn. B3

# Shares of Rivian lost 18%
after the electric carmaker
disclosed stock sale plans. B3

Worldwide
—_——

* The LS. and lran ex-
changed strikes. and the
Trump administration
blocked Tehran's ability to
sell oil legally after Tehran's
recent attacks on ships,
moves that threatened to
unravel an interim peace deal
and drive up oil prices. A1

* Trump said he would con-
sider selling the F-35 jet
fighter to Turkey, setting up
a potential showdown with
WS, lavwmakers. A1

# Democrats scrambled to
stave off disaster for the
party in the LS. Senate race
im Maine as the fallout from
new sexual-assault allega-
tions against candidate Gra-
ham Platner intensified. A1
* An Agriculture Department
official called top grocers be-
fore the July Fourth holiday to
pressure them to lower beef
prices, according to people fa-
miliar with the matter. A2

# The structural problem
that put a Manhattan high-
rise at risk of a partial col-
lapse likely stemmed from
the weight of an addition, ac-
cording to the developer. A3

+ Allies of Sen. McConnell
(R, Ky.) said they have talked
with the hospitalized law-
maker, looking to bat down
rumaors about his health. A4

#+ French far-right leader
Marine Le Pen plans to run
for president after an appel-
late court reduced a sentence
that barred a campaign be-
cause of her conviction for
misusing EU funds. AT

# Britain’s Prince Harry lost
his lawsuit against the pub-
lisher of the Daily Mail over
allegations of unlawful be-
havior and press intrusion.
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Turkey's President Recep Tayyip Erdogan welcomed President Trump as he arrived Tuesday in Ankara for a NATO summit.

Trump Push on Jets for Turkey
Sets Up Clash With Congress

Law bars the country
from F-35 program
for its use of Russian
air-defense system

ANKARA, Turkey—Presi-
dent Trump said he would
consider selling the F-35 jet
fighter to Turkey, signaling his
embrace of Turkish President
Recep Tayvip 1 and set-
ting up a potential showdown
with U.S. lawmakers who hawe
long opposed such a deal.

Trump spoke alongside Er-
dogan at the pre: ential com-
plex in the Turkish capital,
where he landed Tuesday for a

summit of MNorth Atlantic
Treaty Organization leaders.

“We have a better relation-
ship with Turkey, and Turkey
has been in many ways much
more loyal than other coun-
tries that we think would be
loyal,” Trump said when asked
about the program.

“So yeah, it's something cer-
tainky we'd consider,” he said.

The U.S. and Turkey hawe
been stuck in a yearslong dip-
lomatic impasse over weapons
sales since Erdogan in 2017
approved Turkey's import of a
Russian air-defense system
called the S-400. The move
triggered American sanctions,
and the first Trump adminis-

By Robbie Grarmer,
Jared Malsin
and Yoko Kubota

tration remowved Turkey from
the F-35 fighter program in
response.

U.5. officials are concerned
that the Russian air-defense
system could gather data
about the F-35 including its
radar signature, and send it to
Moscow. The integration of
the Russian system into NATO
air defenses, along with the
potential presence of Russian
personnel, also raised con-
cerns among Western defense
officials.

In 2020, Congress passed a
law that explicitly barred the
US. from allowing Turkey
back into the F-35 program
until Turkey agrees to remove
all S-400 systems and com-
mits to never acquiring them
or other Russian systems that
could compromise the high-
end jet fighter.

Om Tuesday, Trump said he
wanted to remove the sanc-
tions and would make a deci-
sion about selling F-35s to
Turkey—though such a move
would require approval from a
Congress that remains op-
posed to offering Ankara a
way back into the program

Please turn topage A8

U.S. Hits
Iran Sites,
Revokes
Oil-Sale

Licenses

Prices surge after
moves, which were
prompted by attacks
on vessels near strait

LS. forces pounded sites
along Iran’s coast in fresh air-
strikes on Tuesday and the
Trump administration blocked
Tehran’s ability to sell oil le-
gally, in a fierce response to
Tehran's recent attacks on shi
near the Strait of Hormuz.

By Alexander Ward,
Lara Seligman
and Benoit Faucomn

Iran responded with coun-
terattacks, according to a se-
nior U.S. official. The mowes
threatened to unravel am in-
terim peace deal that took
weeks to negotiate and to drive
up oil prices.

The attacks mark the most
significant escalation since
the U.S. and Iran signed a
memorandum of understand-
ing on June 17 to reopen the
strait and wind down the war.
Prior to that agreement, the
two sides exchanged fire my
tiple times, but Tuesday's
strikes were planned to be
much more significant in scale
in order to send a strong mes-
sage to Tehran, according to
the senior U.S. official.

U.S. Central Gommand,
which is overseeing the war,
said the U.S. completed the
strikes, after hitting more than
80 targets including air de-
fense systems, command and
control networks, antiship mis-
sile sites and more than 60 Ira-
nian small boats near the wa-
terway. The attacks were four
to five times more extensive
than other strikes launched

Please turntopageA”

The Canadian Who Steered

Europe Av

v From the U.S.

Facing threats from Trump, Carney emerges as the central
figure in a project to reshape the Western alliance

Mark Carney swept to power on a back-
lash to President Trump’s talk of making
Canada the 51st state, which many Ameri-
cans took for mere shtick. But for the new

By Drew Hinshaw, Joe Parkinson
and Damniel Michaels

prime minister, reading intelligence reports
detailing the gravity of the crisis, it was a

breaking point

ney"s predecessor, Justin Trudeau, Tramp
had threatemed to scrap the 1908 agreement
delineating their shared border. “1 tear that
up and your whole country unravels,”
Trump told Trudeau in one call, according
to two people famill
Ower dinner at Mar-a-Lago, Trudeau’s en-
wvoys tried to dissuade Trump from absorbing
their country. When one Trump aide pointed
out Canada’s 41 million people would lean

r with the matter.

Democrat, the president came up with a neat

In private phone conversations with Car-

Please tum to page AIQ

Platner Crisis Shows
Democrats’ Divisions

Democrats are scrambling
to stawe off disaster in the
pivotal Maine Senate race as
the fallout from damaging
new allegations against nomi-

By Sabrina Rodrigues,
Tarini Parti
and Eliza Collins

nee Graham Platner threatens
to intensify simmering rifts
within the party.

The progressive and estab-
lshment factions of the party
are already jockeying to select
Flatner's replacement in Maine

after prominent politicians on
both sides called on the oyster
farmer to drop out following
allegations Monday that Plat-
ner sexually assaulted a woman
he was romantically involved
with. Platner has denied the al-
legations and said Monday he
was “taking the time to reflect

on the best path forward.™
The jockeying comes amid
an increasingly fraught na-
tionwide battle for the party’s
identity ahead of November's
midterm elections. Progres-
sives have been building mo-
Please turn to page A4

It’s the World’s Creepiest Office—
And People Won’t Stay Away

New York complex vacated by IBM
has become a magnet for urban explorers

By ScoTT CALVERT

SOMERS, N.Y.—Robert Car-
leton was getting the mail one
day in April when he saw a
group of teenage boys sprint-
ing away from nearby woods.
He cut them off at the road
and raised his arms.

“1 just said. ‘Stop, it's
over,”™ the 62-year-old retired
engineer recalled o g

Soon, he said. three
pursuing New York
State Police troop-

breach.
The global “arbex™ phe-
nomenon isn't new, but it's

been turbocharged by artsy
wvideos on Instagram and Tik-
Tok that spur others to create
their own posts, luring still
more curiosity seckers.
Police in Livingston, N.L,
recently warned people to stay
out of the closed Livingston
Mall property. Jack-
sonville Beach, Fla.,
8 police issued a simi
lar caution in April

Nt

ers emerged from about the shuttered
the tree line and ar- Of_ﬁa’ space Adventure Landing
rested seven juveniles. imvaders amusement park: “We

The criminal charge:
trespassing on the former IBEM
campus here.

The long-vacant site has
become a magnet for so-called
urban explorers, who prowl
abandoned malls, hospitals,
power plants, amusement
parks, factories and any other

disused structure they can

are aware of a Tik-Tok
challenge to explore the prop-
erty.”

In Somers, social-media im-
ages of the old IBM campus—a
sprawling, pyramid-studded
1980s complex designed by
the late LM. Pei’s firm—show
dystopian scenes: busted win-
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INSIDE

JASON GAY
‘Owverturn this'—boiling
Belgium taunts Trump

and sends US. soccer
packing. a4

BUSINESS & FINANCE
Fiat's next move
in the U.S: It's cute,
electric and starts
at $14,000. g1

Al Giants Give Away
Computing Power
To Attract Startups

Hans Ibarra, who is build-
ing an Al-voice startup, has
found himself on the receiving
end of a big oppertunity: Top
artificial-intelligence compa-
nies such as OpenAl, An-
thropic and others desperate
to win his business are in-
creasing discounts.

By Kate Clark,
Berber Jin amnd
Angel Au-Yeung

Across  Silicon  Valley,
startup founders like Ibarra
are enjoying a wawve of com-
puting credits and fielding
competing offers from  Al-
model makers racing to land
new  enterprise customers.
Cursor, the Al-coding company
bought by Elon
Musk's SpaceX, offered a 75%
discount through July 5.

The offers from growing Al-
sales armies at companies

such as OpenAl and Anthropic
are so rich that some early-
stage startup founders say
they won't need to raise
money as soon as they ex-
pected, and others have been
able to play Al companies off
one another.

Startups have received of-

fers that in some cases
amounted to more  than
53 million in credits from sew-

cral companies for cloud com-
puting and tokens, the central
units use to measure amn
charge for Al usage, founders
say. That is the size of the me-
dian U.S. seed round, accord-
ing to PitchBook.

Alphabet’s Google Cloud is
giving some startups as much
as $500,000 in cloud credits
and early access to Gemimi

Please turn topage A2

# Heard on the Street: The
Al spending War ... B12
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Ford recalls outnumber
other automakers’ by far

l 2026 is third year in row it has outpaced rivals;
Ford says it shows safety dedication. In Money

USA TODAY|
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Folarin Balogun's red card suspension
was overturned after President
Donald Trump asked FIFA to review
the decision. CARL RECINE/GETTY IMAGES

U.S. doesn’t
deserve this
black eye in
World Cup

Trump’s red-card play
adds insult to injury

Nancy Armour
Colummnist
usa TODAY

SEATTLE - The U.S. men's national
team deserved better than this.

Not the loss that brought their
World Cup party to a screeching halt in
the round of 16 on Monday, July 6.
They earned every bit of that, finally
looking like the team everyone feared
they would be at this World Cup rather
than the one that had established a
new standard for the USMNT.

“It stinks. I don't like to be eliminat-
ed from anything,” Tyler Adams said
after the 4-1 loss to Belgium that
dumped the team out of the World
Cup. “Tonight was not a good perfor-
mance probably overall. It's not what
we look to achieve. There was a lot of
things that we could have done better.

“When you concede goals that easi-
lv against a team of that quality and
that caliber, it's going to be dillicult.
We gave them good chances, or even
half-chances, and they finished them.
It was just a little bit too easy today.”

The USMNT was tentative and
sloppy, very much not ready Lo go toe-
to-toe with one of the big European
teams. Even one as vulnerable as Bel-
gium has looked at this World Cup and
without two regular starters in Kevin
De Bruyne and Jeremy Doku.

The USMNT was on the back foot
from the opening whistle and could
never find their groove. Belgium made
easy work of the US. defense and
could easily have had another two
goals in the first half alone.

Even the jubilation after Malik Till
man's equalizer in the 31st minute
quickly evaporated as Charles De Ke-
telaere scored his second goal ol the
night for Belgium two minutes later.

Adams, captain Tim Ream and

See ARMOUR, Page 48

U.S. still not ready to play
with best, Armour says

It's hard to see progress after USMNT
makes same old exit at World Cup. 1€

Follow World Cup action
at usatoday.com/sports

Find game coverage and rankings,
trivia, galleries, videos and mare.
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Using
campaign
funds is
“making it
easier for
working-class
people to run™
for political
office, says
Liuba Grechen
Shirlay.
PROVIDED BY VOTE
MARA & LIUBA
GHECHEN SHIRLEY

TikToker shares her story
of growing up in polygamy

Woman says it's freeing talking with people
about her childhood with 44 siblings. In News

Campaign
funds for
childcare?

New York mom starts movement
that may help get more elected

Madeline Mitchell

Usa ToDAaY

iuba Grechen Shirley was nursing two children
when she decided to run for Congress in 2018.
e During the day, she gave speeches and knocked on

doors with a baby wrapped to her chest and a tod-

dler at her side. In the afternoons, she relied on her mother’'s
help for childeare. Her mother would come over to watch the
kids while she went back out to hit the campaign trail. « “Hon-
estly, six months into the campaign, it was very clear to me
why there weren't more moms of voung children in office,”
Grechen Shirley said. “It really wasn't sustainable.”

See VOTE MAMA, Page 44

“1 think we have to shift the narrative that only

women have to take care of children.”
Liuba Grechen Shirley

Vote Marma Foundation

Chad Michael
Murray: Being
dad changed
roles he takes

The “Sullivan’s Crossing™
actor talks about turning
down projects he once
might have considered
because of how it could
affect his kids. In Life

USA TODAY EXCLUSIVE
THE YOUNG CASTRO

Cuban
heir has
open line
to U.S.

Obscure power broker
has vision, access, clout

Romina Ruiz-Goiriena,

Kim Hjelmgaard, Rick Jervis,
Francesca Chambers

and Nick Penzenstadler

LIS TODAY

Editor'’s note: This is part two of a
two-part series.

HAVANA — The Trump administra-
tion has been coy about who, if any-
one, it sees as a credible Cuba interloc-
utor.

Raidl Guillermo Rodriguez Castro
believes he is that person.

He's unknown to many outside
Cuba, holds no official government
office and rarely appears in Cuba's
state media. He had never spoken to a
U.S. news outlet before a series of
exclusive interviews with USA TODAY
in June in Havana.

But the favorite grandson of former
Cuban President Radl Castro and
grandnephew of Fidel Castro is now in
the seat of power in Havana and says
he's ready to negotiate the future of his
country.

And he wants to deal directly with
President Donald Trump.

Rodriguez Castro, 42, has growing
direct and indirect lines o senior
American officials such as Secretary of
State Marco Rubio; well-connected
American businessmen; and a multi-
tude of White House hangers-on, such
as Victor Mellor, a Republican con-
gressional candidate in Rhode Island
who twice traveled to Havana in June
to meet Rodriguez Castro. (The State
Department said it did not authorize
Mellor's trip.)

All are trying o shape the Trump
administration’s Cuba policy.

Rodriguez Castro  speaks with

See CUBA, Page GA

Radl Guillermo Rodriguez Castro,
42, says he has the blessings of his
grandfather, Radl Castro. ApaALBERTD
ROGUE/AFP ViA GETTY IMAGES

Many Gen Zers not repaid for group trip costs

Some relationships sour
over upfront expenses

Rachel Hale
USA TODAY

The trip made it out of the group
chat. But for some Gen Zers, the hard-
est part comes after the plane has
landed back home, when the Venmo
requests go out.

A June 30 study from Zelle found
that 76% ol Gen Z consumers who
have paid upfront for a group expense
say they weren't paid back in full. As
Gen Z, the cohort born between 1997
and 2012, emerges as a major spender

on group travel and experiences, more
yvoung people are fronting costs for
friends. But many are struggling to set-
tle up afterward, with some reporting
the experience has damaged their rela-
tionships or pushed them into debt.

“Money is already so complex and
complicated, and you are putting a level
of trust and faith in your friends to pay
vou back,” says Aja Evans, a licensed
mental health counselor and financial
therapist. “To know that you weren't
paid back ... it's just a really difficult
strain on the (riendship.™”

Gen 7, saddled with student loans
and entering a slowing U.S. labor mar-
ket amid skyrocketing costs of living, is
increasingly anxious about their finan-

cial situation. They're also seeing a
stream of social media posts about liv-
ing in luxury high-rises in big cities,
dining at Michelin restaurants and jet-
ting to expensive destinations

Ewvans says that means more young
people feel pressure to spend to fit in,
whether that's saying ves to expensive
bachelorette parties, last-minute comn-
cert tickers or big dinners. Nearly half
of respondents to the Zelle survey say
they have gone into debt to cover group
expenses.

“Can yvou actually allord this, or does
this feel like more of a flex to other peo-
ple?” Evans says. “There’s a lot of

See TRIP COSTS, Page 4A
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Fifa meddling is business as usual for Trump

Monaco blast
Suspect shot
dead in Kyiv

Amastasia Renezowska, the Ukrainian
woman suspected in a bomb attack that
injured a Ukrainian-born tycoon in
Monaon last week, has been shot desd by
Kyh

Uhkrainian authorities said yestenday
they had arvested two people Inconnec-
tion with ber death: an active officer in
Ukraine’s military intelligence dinecto-
rate and a former law enforcement
ollicer.

Authorities in Monaco had bdentified
Berezovika as the primary suspect in
the attack md issucd an Interpol Red
MNotice seckdng her arrest.

The circumatances of her death and
the suspects arrested in conmection with
ir are lkely to ralse unoomifonable ques
s for Kyiv, mot keast over its ellortsto
persaade EU partners that it is ridding
itseedf of oeganised crirme and corrugtion
as part of its accession bid.

Full repart page 2

Trump threatens to pull troops out
of Europe despite Nato arms pledges

& Critique of continent restated & Menace over Greenland & Allies’ Iran stance assailed & Erdogan lauded

HENEY EOV, STEEE CHAVET AND

JONN PAUL RATHEOHE — ANKARA
Denakd Trump kas threatened Lo pall
out all Amserican troops from Exwrope on
the eve of the Nato leaders” sammit,
Lashing vut lied leaders who have
lined up tens of billions of dallars of
dedence contracts in an attempt Lo mol-
lify the LS president.

Trump made his withdrawal threat
during remarks laced with criticism of
Europe, induding reiterating his previ-
ous demands for the US to take control
of Greenland and lam basting Nato lead-
ers for failing vo provide enough suppart
for his war against Lasn,

“We could remove all ol our soldiers
ot of Europse,” Tromp said in 2 mocting
with the summit’s host, Turkish Presi-
dient Recep Tayyip Erdogan,

| b

Prabowo plays with fire in
tackling the ‘nine dragons”

President Prabowo Subianto’s demand
that indonesis’s top fycocen need 1o
share their wealih has ratiled the elites.
1hat have fer generations controfed
oy inclustres. His ire @5 thought 1o
o on the ethinically Chiness ine
dragons’. Their sdvisers fear paybsck
Thene” in which non-compiance might
et economic of legal retribation. But
the breadth of their busimess interests
misan an attack on them risks burting
he economy and investor sentiment.
Business elite » PaGL

The US has BO,000 troops in 3
pean Nato nations, which the alliance
sees as a deterrence against potential
threats and an embodiment of Washing-
om s support inthe event of anarack.

Last month, US defence secretary
Pete Hegseth announced a six-month
review ol America’s lorce posture in
Eurape, which could lead to further
troop cuts on the continent.

Nato declined to comment.

Trump's threal jarved with an event

“Turkey has been in many
ways much more loyal
than other countries’

Dhonabd Trumgs

showcasing Eurspean leaders’ rising
defence spending that was designed 1o
weutes his argument Europs is taking
advantage of the US security umbrella.

Before Trump's remarks yeserday,
Nato secretary-general Mark Rutte had
haibedd mualtibdlian -dollar amms deals as
“monecy well spent”,. European states
announced deals for survedllance planes
and cutting-edge US drones, which
Rutte said were part of “a transatlantic
delence-industrial revolution. The hem
ol mschinery muast becamsea roar.”

But speaking ahead of a leaders” dine
ner in Ankara, Trump reiteraced his
asger aver Europeans’ lack of support
for the Iran war and opposition Lo his

takeover af Greenland, cowned
by Nato ally Denmark. He said he was
“testing” European allies with requests

for suppart during the conflict b lran,
10 see whether or not they 'd be there™.

“Why arc we spensding bussdreds of
bélbions of dolllars, and they're not there
for us? We've always been there for
them,” Trump said, adding that [taly,
Germany and Framoe “turmed asdown™,

Greenland “should be controlled by
the United States, nat by Denmark™, he
said. “That's what hurt my relatbonship
with Mato, because Greenland doesn’t
heclp Denenark.”

His threat in January to use military
force to take control of the vast Arctic
island sparked the biggest crisis in the
ransatbantic allissce in decades,

In stark contrast 1o his criticism ol
Eurcpean albies, Trump heavily praksed
his Turkish host and said that overtum-
irugs by o beam e, Turkey's barying F- 35

EU borders in more muddle as Brussels
eyes delay to online registration system

LAURA DUBDIS — BRUSSELS

A new anline system to pre-awtharise
enlry te the EU ks set to be delayed until
next year. after the chaotic rollout of a
separate electronic border-check sys-
vem disrupted visits 1o the bloc,

About 1.4bn visa-exempt travellers ta
the EU — including those from the UK
and US — will have to register through
the European travel information and
autharisation system, known as F:iau
which mirrors the US Esta s
licants will pay €20 and Iltl-der'gn-
pre-travel security checks.

Discussions on delaying Erias follow
technbcal ghitches and slow deployment
of the bloc's new electronic enn-pw’e:ul
system (EES), which
travelbers to scan their Ilng!'rpnrllsutd
Facialignages o its bordors.

The problerms have led to long queies

at some airports and land crossings,
premging warnings from the aviation
industry of a chaotic summer ahead.

EU-Lisa, the agency in charge of
implementing Etias, has ackoowledyed
ies Lanamech by the emd of this year was not
feasible as plunned, sccurding Lo three
people briefed on the master.

EU-Lisa’s management board met in
- fune to discuss postpaning the sys-
tem, the people sabd. Two said the board
wuld meet again in September to dis
A new L line,

The agency confirmed the board dis-
cussed Elias’s “entry into operation” on
June 17, “Since then there have been no
further developments,” it added,

The Eurapean Commission is resporn-
sible for setting a star date for the sys-
tem, which it can only do after EU-Lisa
s sumnnsabully bestod Etiss,

O person bricled anthe discussbons

said there were “still some IT issues™
with Etias, “Let’s clean up EES st
before you put in another system that
will double the line again.” they said.

EU boune affairs commissioner Mag-
mus Branmer wrate o aviatbon exec-
tives: blaming naticnal governaments for
lssues over EES. “Other facters — unre-
lated to the EES — like insufficient staff
ack of adeguate infrastrocture,
oould be at the origin of delays" he said
intheletter, seen by the FT.

EESwasoriginally dwe to start in 2022
but was delayed repeatedly by procure-
meent snd technical troubles,

“Preparations for the launch of Erias
are ongolng. As with any large-scale IT
system, many factors come lnlo'pl.\:.
when deckding whentols
commizsion. Several offi
were nok surprised by the struggles of
EU-Lisa, which alss manages FES.
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Werld Markets

fighiter jris was “somet hing certainly we
would consider™.

“Why weuldnt we do that? We have a
better relationship with Turkey, and
Turkey has been in many ways msch
muore loyal than other countries,”
Trump sakd alongside Erdofan in
Ankara's brvish presidential palace.

The ban was impased after Turkey
bought a Russian air defence system in
2019, Trump also said the US would lift
sanciions put on Turkey the year after.
“We don’t want to samction friends. It's
wery simple,” he told Erdofan.

The US president added
Nato summil were nol

“where my Iriend happens o be a very
strong beader, a very trrnngpcmn.n 5
possible that wouldn't bave

shipping lincs reap
£3.8bn from Russian crude
Dyrescom Tankers, founded by
b llicruaine Georpe Frokopboo, has
e at least $915mn shipping
Russian ofl sinee 2005 as Greek
tanker groups togetler made dose
toS4bneven as (7 nations tried to.
curb Kremlin revenues. — wacs s

= Syria blasts trail Macron
I.-cplﬁdnminmrna-\-nnhm'r

imjured 18 people as Uhe French
president met SyTian counterpan
A al-Sharam dhering the first
witsit, bry an EU beader since Uhe fall
of the Assad regime. — pase

* Non-compete alarm bells
Rdsimg use of non- compete cluses
s dragping dovwn rich economibes”
productivity, accosding 1o OECD
rescanch that Foume a thind of
private sector stall were blocked
fromn joinimg arival. - sases

= Ottawa not ready for cash
Maerk Carney s investment agency
has tobd United Arab Ensirates

ol ficials miming to pour $50bn into
‘Canadathat bt does not yet have
enoaugh “shovel-ready™ projects to
take an injection of capital. — maos s

= il up to retail bets
CMEGroan has sabd retal traders
will soon be able to by and sell
o bracts for just 10 barnels of oil,
mow worth alowt ST00, arcwml e
e, weven daya o wesk, staning
froam the end of August.— pase v

= BoE to ease capital rules
The Rank of Englandhas
announced plans tocase s key
capital requiremsent for UK banks
despile concerms amang some
officials that it will add vo risks in
the fiman cial sysbem. — race s

= Al worries dent Samsung
Shares in the largest memony
chipenaker have tumbled as masch
as 10 per cent despite a third
strakght quarter of record profit,
in a sign of investor concern over
returms on Al Investments.— PaGEe

= Le Pen cleared to stand
French far-right lesder Marine Le
Pen hasboen cheared to runfor
presidenl neal year abler appeals
court judges cul ber sentence,
matlhq upheld her conviction
for
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THE WEATHER
less humid, sunshine return-
ing, high 82. Tenight, partly cloudy,
lowr T1. Tomsorrow, some sun, after-
noon thunderstorm, more humid,
high #4. Weather map, Page B2
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City High-Rise
Seen Buckling
During Project

Officials Seal Off Area
Near Grand Central

By ASHLEY SOUTHALL
and MIHIR ZAVERI

Twenty-one stories above a
Midvown Manhaman street early
Tuesday morning. construction
workers were busy converting an
office building into a residential
complex when it began falling
apart.

“The beams started bending”
said CHff Johnsen, the business
agent for the Local 638 steamdit-
ters union, which had workers on
site. Several floors were sagging.

The building seemed w0 be
crumbling fast, he said.

The workers evacuated the
building, at 235 East 4Znd Street,
near Grand Central Terminal and
the Unived Nations, and a supervi-
sor called 811, prompting a_hur-
ried emergency re: . Fear-
ing a partial collapse, officials
evacuated nearby buildings and
blocked off several nearby streets
}_o pedestrians and vehicular traf-
i

Officials said there were no inju-
ries, but they had seen severe
structural damage between the
215t and 26th Moors. The building
‘was still standing., but it remained
unstable, they said. Dozens of
businesses were displaced and
tourists were stranded indefi-
nively after the city established a
“frozen zone” spanning several
blocks. The cause of the incident is
under investigation.

The episode stalled a project
that had come Lo symbolize the
city's ambitious effort to repur-
pose Midiown's empty office
buildings to address the city's
housing shortage. Developers
called the project the largest of-
fice-to-residential conversion in
city hiswory: it had been set for
completion next year.

The dramatic episode on Tues-
day, though, clouded the project’s
future, as inspectors raced 1o fig-
ure out what exactly went wrong.,
how it could be flixed and the full
extent of the ms

Al a news conference in the
early afterncon, Mayor Zohran

ni said that building in-
spectars using drones to survey
the 37-story building spotted two
columns that had buckled, several
cracks and sagging foors. The
building continued to shift afer
the authorities arrived, he said.
“The building remains un-
stable,” he said, urging people to
avoid the area until the authorities
deemed it safe.

MetroLoft, the developer on the
apariment conversion, thanked
city officials for their quick re-
sponse and said in a statement
that the damage was limited 10 a
small area of the building. *The
entire building itsell is not at risk
of collapse,.” the company said.

The Fire Department shared
photos from the builkding on social
media that showed missing pan-
eling on the building facade and a
wvertical beam bent like an elbow,
Fire officials said there was no
risk of a full building collapse be-
cause of its steel-frame construc-
thon.

The Fire Department said it re-
sponded to acallat 8 am. on Mon-
day from someone reporting
bricks falling off the budlding.

Continued on Page Al7
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Pieces of a Midiown Manhattan office building began to erack and crumble as work was being done to convert the space 1o housing.

NEWS ANALYSIS

Europe’s Test: Filling U.S.-Size Hole at NATO

By STEVEN ERLANGER
and LARA JAKES

ANKARA, Turkey — Euro-
pean leaders arrive for this
yvear’s NATO summit meeting in
Ankara, Turkey. with the aliance
under threst.

They want to keep President
Trump and the United States
:Ici.-ply engaged in NATO, baut
we come 10 accept that
ance is changing — and
w we to rely far less on
Washingron for the conventional
defense of Ew :

The Trump administration has
made it clear that it is withdraw-
ing troops and capabilities from
Europe to shore up American
military power in the Middle

East and the Indo-Pacific, whene
China has become a rival to the
United States.

The European governments
want to ensure that the transi
tion toward what many call
MNATO 3.0 is done as smoothly as
possible. want to feel confi-
dent that the gaps the Americans
leave can be filled, even if imper-
fectly, to diminish their vulnera-
bility 1o a more aggressive, mili-
|arln‘d Russia.

The dangers of the current
moment have n undersc
by China's test of a long-range
ballistic missile on Monday, the
first such launch in nearly
years, and another huge Russian
missile and drone attack on Kyiv,
Ukraine's capital.

MATO leaders are expected 1o

endorse continued support for
Ukraine, with the non-American
members pledging $80 billion
this year and next_ President
Valodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine
will attend, to press his urgent
desire for more air defenses
against the Russian onslaught.

Mark Rutte, the secretary
general of NATO, is trying to
walk a narrow line, prodding
European member states Lo pay
mare for security while making
sure Mr. Trump does not aban-
don the alliance in the process.

“WWe will breathe life into the
concept of MATO 3.0: A stronger
Europe in a stronger NATO,” he
said last month.

But for several years at least,

Continued on Page A9
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Presidents Trump and Recep Tayyip Erdogan and an honor guard in Ankara, Turkey, NATO's host.

Olympics Lifts
Russian Ban,

With Limits

By EPFHRAT LIVNI

The Imernational Olympic
Committee on Teesday lifted its
suspension of Russia related o its
invasion of Ukraine, clearing the
way for Russia to send a team o
the 2028 Summer Olympics in Los

eles.

The Olympic Comminees sabd its
decision applied “provisionally”™
sulipect 1o Russian conduct in the
future, and that it had not yet de-
cided whether it would allow the

Russian flag or anthem at the
Bames
Sl was a significant step for

bringing Russian athletes, who
have struggled with their coun-
try's pariah status on the world
stage, back into the international
fold after several years.

Debate over lifting the suspen-
sion centered on the Russian
Olympic Committee’s claims that
parts of Ukraine were under its ju-
risdiction.

Inastatement, the LO.C. execu-
tive id that after “thor-
ough anal " by legal experts, it
accepted that the Russian com-
mittee no longer considered re-
glonal thons  in
Ukrainian werritory as s own,
and would abstain from doing so
in the future.

When the suspension was an-
nounced in 2023, Russia ques-
tioned why the international com-
mittee had not taken similar ac-
tions after Russia seized Crimea
from Ukraine in 2004, according to
the internation: organization's
president at the time. Thomas
Bach.

“This argument was a little bit,
“Why did you not sanction us al
ready, earlier?' ™ Mr. Bach said, ar-

Continwed on Page AS

DEMOCRATS SCRAP
FOR SLOT PLATNER
HAS YET TO YIELD

FACES CLAIM OF RAPE

Sanders Joins Supporters
in Urging Nominee to
Get Out of Race

This article is by Shane Gold-
macher, Reid J. Epstein and Katie
Glueck.

The implosion of Graham Plat-
ner's campaign for Senate in
Maine after an accusation of rape
has ripped open divisions inside
the Democratic Party as its pro-
gressives and moderates battle to
pick his successor even before he
has said he will step aside.

Mational Democrats  have
grown alarmed that a seat secn as
crucial Lo winning control of the
Senate could be slipping from the
party’sgrasp. Mr. Platner had sur-
wived a series of controversies —
about a tattoo with Nazi symbol-
ism, inflammatory old  Reddic
posts and his relationships with
women — but many in the party
abandoned him after the rape ac-
cusation, including the leaders of
the Maine Democratic Party and
Senator Chuck Schumer of New
York, the minority leader.

They have demanded thar Mr.
Plainer step down before a July 13
deadline for him to be replaced on
the ballot to find a new Democrat
to run against Senator Susan
Collins, a longuime Republican fix-
ture in the state. The main super
PAC for Democratic Senate candi-
dates said it would redirect $24
million in ad reservations to other
states il he remained.

Senator Bernie Sanders of Ver-
mont, one of M Plawer's earliest
and most prominent backers,
joined the chorus on Tuesday al-
LErmoon.

=1 have spolen with Graham
Platner about the best path for-
ward for Maine” Mr. Sanders said
in a statement. “In light of these
very serious allegations, 1 have
recommended that he step aside.”

Mr. Platner, who has denied the
allegation, said on a private call
with his staff on Mon-
day evening that he believed he
still had leverage tw influence
which candidate would replace
him on the ticket, according to
three people fa with the con-
wversation. On the call, he did not
announce plans to withdraw but
implied such a decision would be
coming, the people said.

Mr. Plamner's campaign had
stopped running ads on Meta's
platforms, such as Facebook and
Instagram, as of Tuesday, accord-
ing o the company*s ad disclosure
database. He had been running
multiple ads as recently as Mon-
day evening.

Top Democrats believe that it is
only a matwer of time before Mr
Plammer formally guits — and
gives the party a fresh start in its
bid 1o oust Ms. Collins, who has
proved a durable foe.

The drama comes almost ex-
actly two years after the Demo-
cratic Party was roiled by the exit

of Joseph R. Biden Jr. then the
president, from his re.election
race and the speedy ancintment of
Vice President Kamala Harris as
the Democratic nominee. That

Continued on Page AlS

Trump Tries to

By MAGGIE HABERMAN
and JONATHAN SWAN

Coming from the leader of al-
most any other major museum,
the comments made around the
cﬂenrauona‘fmuenca‘smlh an-

niversary Lonnke G. Bunch [
the head of the Smithsonian Insi
tustion, would have seemed almost
self-evident truths.

The Smithsonian’s mission, Mr.
Bunch told CHNN last week, is to

Rewrite History

Effort to Impose Views
on National Record

“give you questions and answers
that will make you understand the
complexity of who we are as a na-
tion™ using “the best nonpartisan
scholarship we have™ On NBC's
“Mect the Press;” he said the insti-
tution was like the glue that holds

at Smithsonian

the nation wogether. “Red states,
blue states — whatewver your poli-
tics, you come to the Smithsoni-
an,” he said.

But after more than a year of in-
tense pressure from  President
Trump and his allies over what
they term “improper ideclogy™ in
the Smithsonian's presentation of
American history and culture, Mr.
Bunch's comments amounted 1o a
public glimpse into a far less diplo-

Continwed on Page A12

]_.oss for U.S. Soccer, but Leap by Soccer in U.S.

By DAVID WALDSTEIN
As the United States pla
hung their heads after a 4-1 loss to
Belgum in Seattle on Monday
night, a nation momentarily capti-
vated by soccer mourned the sud-
den end of a promising journey.
Bur buried within the disap-
pointment of the sol defeat
was evidence that this World
Cup had accelerated soccer's
decades-long climb into the na-

Devouon to Cultwatmg
Youth and Pro Talent

tional consciousness.

With established professional
leagues for both men and women,
and youth participation continu-
ing to soar, the men's national
veam is far from the sole metric for
the health of the sport in the

United States. Despite the end of
the US s World Cup run, soocers
stakeholders are eagerly antici-
pating a boost for the sport’s
ence and potential in a nation
where it has long battled other
sports for attention.

Continued on Page Al4

REALITY CHECK An American
dream fizzled at the World Cup in
an all-too-familiar way. PAGE BS

MATIONAL A10.7

ARTS C1.6

INTERNATIONAL A4-9

Le Pen to Run Again in France
DMarine Le Pen's conviction was con-
firmed, but a ban on her eligibility for
elected office was shortened.  PAGE AT

Farage Prompts By-Election
The leader of Britain’s Reform UK.
Party has been questioned about undis-
closed gifts and donations. PAGE AS

$535_u2401

Antismoking Efforts Falter
The C.D.Cs wobacco control office has
been shuttered for more than a year
And calls 1o 1-B00-QUIT-NOW lines
have plummeted. PAGE ALS

Politics and Climate Change

Eill Frist, a former Senate majority
leader, has emerged as an advocate for
environmental health. PAGE AlG

SPORTS B&-92, 12

An Insider’s View of Tennis
Sandra Zaniewska. who coaches Marta
Kostyuk of Ukraine, applies a writerly
wouch to her newsletter PAGE BE

BUSINESS BL-5

ALL's Cryptic Economic Effect
Soame data suggests artificial inelli-
gence is causing job losses, Others,
however, show the opposite.

Businesses Brace for Fallout

A Supreme Court ruling that gives the
president more power over UL.S. agen-
cies has industries concerned. PAGE B1

PAGE Bl

Britain’s Lost Music Venues

A new museum exhibition in London
charts the cyclical forces destroying
nightlife spots, as clubs banle building
developers, complaining neighbors

and shifting social habits, PAGE C1

An Onstage Promotion

After his sparkling debut as Basilio in
“Don Quixote,” Jake Roxander was
elevated Lo principal dancer at the
American Ballet Theater. He discusses

his reaction 10 the news. PAGE C1
OPINION ALS-19
Michelle Goldberg PAGE AIE

FOOD D1-8

They're Always in Season

In just the past decade, berries have
been transformed from a fragile, local
treat to a worldwide refrigerator staple
and ing juggernaut. PAGE DS
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Trump
eves sale of !
fichter jets
to Turkey

At NATO summit arvival,

president again says U.S.
should control Greenland

BY NATALIE ALLISON
anp MicnaeL BimNeauns

ANEKARA, Turkey — President
Donald Trump heaped praise
on  Torkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan as he arrived at
the MNATO summit om Tuesday
but stopped short of publicly
agreeing to give Erdogan what
he wants most — the ability o
purchase LLS. F-35 fighter jets,
which many in Congress oppose.

Trump extolled Erdogan as a
shining example of a friend and
ally. By contrast, he renewed his
blasts against Denmark for not
handing over Greenland, poten-
tially reviving an explosive issue
that had largely quieted since
the beginning of the year.

Answering questions from re-
porters at the start of a meeting
between the two leaders, Truomp
said that he thought allowing
Erdogan to have access to the
fighter jets made sense and that
it was “certainly something we
will consider.”

Erdogan offered a more defin-
itive judgment, saying in Turk-
ish that Trump had promised
the country five planes and that
“Mr. Trump always stands by his
wiord.™

Asked whether he still felt
he needed to annex Greenland,
Trump said that the last round
of public argument about the is-

SEE MATO ON A6

Article 5: Trump's NATO-bashing
casts shadow over ULS, pledge. A

President Danald
Turkey, for a NATO summit.

Trump is greeted by Turkish President Recep
DMy

FOTATHAN ERNSETEUTERS

Tayyip Erdogan on Tuesday in Ankara,

in Congress oppose the sale of F-35 fighter jets to Turkey.

Platner accused
of secretly taking
off his condoms

EX-GIRLFRIENID DMES

RIB

*SNEAKY” BEHAVIOR

Second woman o allege nonconsensual sexual conduct

BY Amy BRITTAIN,
Liz GoopwinN
AND Ay B Wana

An ex-girlfriend of embattled
Senate candidate Graham Plat-
ner told The Washington Post
that he repeatedly removed
protection without her consent
when they were having sex.

Lyndsey Fifield, who said she
dated Platner from 2003 to 2015
in D.C. and has previously ac-
cused him of physical abuse, said
that she told Platner on multiple
occasions that he had to wear
condoms during sex because she
was not on birth control.

“He would pull condoms off,”
she said in an interview. “He
would do it in a sneaky way. He
wouldn't tell me™

In a statement in response to
questions about Fifields allega-
tion, Platner's campaign called
the claim “categorically false
and politically motivated” The
statement noted Fifield support-
ed now-Supreme Court Justice
Erett M. Kavanaugh when he
was accused of sexual assault be-
fore his confirmation, an allega-
tion he denied.

Fifield, 41, is the second wom-
an to allege this week that Flat-

SEE FLATNER ON Ad

Democratic factions vie
to pick a new candidate

By Dan MERTCA,
Avrexel KosEFF
AND JOANNA SLATER

State and national Democrats
were engaged in an intense ideo-
logical battle Tuesday as they
sought a replacement for Gra-
ham Platner in the pivotal [LS
Senate race in Maine, even as the
oyvster farmer has yet to with-
draw from the contest.

The Platner campaign, as it
deliberates when and whether to
withdraw, is expressing a desire
to influence who replaces him on
the ballot, according to a person

clase to Platner who would only
reveal strategy on the condition
of anonymity. That posture has
annoyed many Democrats, who
blame Platner and his team for
endangering the partys chances
of winning a race against Sen.
Susan Collins (R} that could de-
termine control of the Senate.

In the meantime, mnotable
Maine Democrats began private-
Iy jockeying for position, calling
state party leaders to better un-
derstand the process for picking
@ new nominee if Platner drops
out, multiple top Maine Demo-

SEE MAINE 0N AZ

U.S. gave Tehran details on asylum seekers

BY Anam TavLor

A lawsuit filed Tuesday in
Washington alleges the Trump
administration violated ULS. law
by providing Iran's government
with confidential information
detailing the asylum applica-
tions for Iranians it planned to
deport.

The extraordinary claim, out-

Claim says data may have
put religious minorities,
protesters, others in peril

lined in court papers submitted
by the Iranian American Legal
Defense Fund and Public Citi-

zen Litigation Group, contends
that the rerials it alleges were
shared with the Iranian govern-
ment could jeopardize the lives
of  pro-democracy  protesters
along with members of religious
minorities and the LGETQ com-
munity and their families.

An annual State Department
report on human rights in Iran,
released last year under the

Trump administration, called
the situation in Iran “severe™ and
waorsening, with political protest
movements and religious minori-
ties targeted by authorities. Pre-
vious U.S. administrations have
reported that Iranian authorities
have targeted LGBTQ people for
prosecution and subjected them
to humiliating treatment.

“The law couldn't be more

. lawsuit alleges

clear that information in asylam
applications is protected,” said
Michael Kirkpatrick, a Public
Citizen attorney involved with
the complaint. He called the case
“porentially a matter of life and
death™ for Irani: asylum seck-
(E IRAN ON ALS

Hormuz: U.S. launches strikes
after Iran attacks ships. Ald4

Trans people are fleeing
red states for Seattle.
The city can’t keep up.

Sine
Lrans

he 2024 elec
gender people »

BY CASEY PARKS

SEATTLE — Crow Harmony nev-
er felt at case living in Florida as
a transgender guy. The state has
some of the most restrictive an-
ti-LGETQ+ laws in the country,
and Harmony said he struggled
to find employers willing to hire
trans people. Last fall, after Har-
monys boyfriend transitioned,
the couple lost their housing.

They were just 21 and 20 with
no money or job prospects, so
Harmony reached out to a Se-
attle nonprofit for help getting
out of Florida. The nonprofit,
a trans-led organization called
Traction, welcomed the couple
with a place to sleep and money
for moving.

But unbeknownst to Harmo-
ny, Traction was struggling, too.

n, a nonprofit h.
tle here, a massive increase

s helped 1,500

Since the 2024 election, Trac-
tion has helped 1,500 trans peoc-
ple flee red states — more than
20 times the 70 people it aided
in the 18 months before the elec-
tion. And its just one of several
Seattle nonprofits whose leaders
say they don’t have the resources
to help the number of trans peo-
ple who've left their homes for
the safety of the Pacific North-
west.

Though trans people make up
just 1 percent of the population
in Washington state, the non-
profits that help them say their
budgets are drained and their
staffs are stretched so thin that
last month the Seattle LGBTQ
Commission asked Mayor Katie
Wilson (Ix) o declare a civil state
of emergency. Such a declaration

SEE SEATTLE OK AS
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Another Messi miracle

Trailing 0-2 against Egypt with 11 minutes of regulation time to play, Lionel Messi leads Argentina to a

3-2 win and a spot in the quarterfinals. Meamwhil

£ MARTINEZ

CARLOS BARPLA, REUTERS

. the U.S. team ponders what went wrong. Stories, BT

President
stepped in
amid Cabinet
flyover spat

Backstage drama over
July Fourth festivities to
get around FAA objections

BY [SAAC ARNSDORF

A dispute among Cabinet offi-
clals over who could ride in fight-
er jets flying over Washington on
July Fourth escalated to Presi-
dent Donald Tromp, who gave
the go-ahead to acting attomey
general Todd Blanche despite
prior objections from Transpor-
tation Secretary Sean P. Duffy.

The backstage air show dra-
ma reflected how muach the per-
sonalities of Trump and his top
officials drove the official festiv-
ities to mark the nations 250th
birthday.

The spat centered on MNASA
Administrator Jared Isaacman’s
plans to fly his personal collec-
tion of F-5 Tiger IT fighter jets
as part of Saturdays nine-hour
parade of military aircraft. The
MASA administravor, who made
a fortune in payment process-
ing, co-founded a company that
traine U.S. pilots and manages
one of the world’s largest private
fleets of fighter jets.

Isamcman planned to bring
along passengers imcluding
Elanche, Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent, Trump 2024 campaign
manager Chris LaCivita, White
House Deputy Chief of Staff Dan

SEE FLYOVER 0K Alé
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Missing this July 10
deadline could cost
you, columnist Michelle
Singletary writes. Tens
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Madonna's 15th album
is a return to form, and
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Race 1in
Maine
draws
national
concern

Allegarions against
candidate set back
Democrats’ hopes of
flipping Senate seat.

By JUSTINE MCcDANIEL
anD lris Kwor

WASHINGTON — The
campaign of U.S. Senale no-
minee Graham Platner was
buckling in Maine on Tues-
day after he was accused of
rape, injecting uncertainty
into a contest that is central
to determining which party
wins Senate control in
MNovember's midterms.

The situation set ol swill
debate about how state
Democrats would choose
Platner's replacement if he
wene to withdraw. and which
Maine figures might be best
positioned to play off the
progressive messaging he
used Lo win over voters.

With Maine wviewed by
Democrats as a key seat to
win in their long-shot bid for
a Senate majority, the deci-
sion would be high-stakes.
analysts said. In the mean-
tirme, with uncertainty
clouding the race, the shake-
up could put additional
pressure on the party to win
Senate races in states seen
as more diMcult Lo MNip.

Fatner has denied Lhe
rape allegation, which came
in a Politico report Monday
From awoman whosaid Plat-
ner forced her Lo have sex
with himm wihen he was intooi-
cated, Plutoer sakd Monday
that he would “reflect” on his
candidacy but has not with-
dramwn

“The calculation that al-
maost everyone on the Demo-
eratic side is making is that
with Platnerin it. it is an un-
winnable race.” sald John
Cluverius, director of survey
research for the Center for
Public Opinton at UMass
Lowell, “and without Plat-
ner in it, they have a much
betler chance.™

An oyster farmer and
Marine veterun, Platner had
entered the race to challenge
Republican Sen. Susan
Collins as an outsider and
was seen as riding an anti-
establishment wave of sup-
port.

His candidacy high-
lighted the split within his
party between progressives
and establishment Demo-
crats and represented a
maltchup beltween an older
incumbent and a younger
outsider candidate.

By Tuesday aftermoon,
Platner's financial backing
WaSs disintegrating and
prominent Democrats had
withdrawn their support
including Sen. Bernie Sand
ers (I-Vi.) . a key endorser of
FPlatner's, who said Tuesd
allerncon that he had told
Flatner to withdraw.

A spokesperson for Plat-
ner's campaign did not im-
mediately respond to a re-
guest for comment Tuesday.

Rep. Ro Khanna (D-Fre-
maont), who had been one of
Platner's most visible back-
ers, quickly withdrew his en-
dorsement Monday.

[Sec Maine, A6]
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ALLIES TN ANKARA

PRESIDENTS Trump and Recep Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey meet Tuesday in Ankara, where they are
attending a NATO summit. Turkey wants to regain access to the U.S. F-30 program. woRLD, A2

Hollywood bets on web content

Lastl month, veteran Hollywood
producer Fuoy Lee got three calls ina

single day from executives at three
different studios. Each believed they
had found the next internet-native
short polised Lo become a Hollywood
an online monster
named Siren Head — and cach was
ready to make an offer and wanted
Lee's help to develop a movie.

The frenzy traces back to the en-
during global box-office runs of two
Tow-budget horror films, Curry Bark-
er's “Obsession™ and Kane Parsons’
which hawve earmed

blockbuster —

“Backrooms,”

%403 million and $349 million, respec-

tively. Studios have become lixated

on hunting down every short film, in-
ternet meme and indie video game

Amid the box-office
high of “Obsession’
and ‘Backrooms,’
studios look online
for untapped talent
and viral material

By Cerys Davies

wilth the potential Lo “pul something
new and fresh on the screen,” Lee

sabd.

“In the past, whenever we were
putting together movies with the stu-
dios, they would resort Lo going back
to safer bets with Almmakers who e
made movies before.”
whose LA -based
company, Spooky Pictures, secured
three Barker flms before "Obses-
sion” hit theaters. "But because of
the [ongoing] success, bOSSes are go-
ing to their lower-level executives

Lee said.
horror production

saying., “You better find the nexl per-
son and bring them to us.” =

The race for Holbwood to capture

new-age intermet intellectual proper-

[ Seser Morvies, A1)

Support for Israel in the U.S. shrinking

By STEVE PEOPLES
AND LINLEY SANDERS

NEW YORK — After dec-
ades of reliable bipartisan
backing for Israel, a new AP-
NORC poll reveals a dramea-
tic erosion of support for the
longtime U.S. ally, with ris-
ing opposition from Demo-
erats and signs of division

among Republicans,

The survey by Lthe Associ-
ated Press-NORC Centerfor
FPublic Alfairs Research ar-
rives at & moment when a
once-consensus forelgn pol-
iy i.-;:s!.w is increasingly po-

i
larizing Americans along
partisan and generational
lines, driven by criticism for
Israel's conduct nearly three
years after the outbreak of

its latest war with Hamas in
Gawa.

About one-third of U.S.
adults — including roughly
half of Democrats — believe
that Isracl has committed
genocide against Paleslin-

ns during the war in Gaza,
an accusation that has been
leveled by some human
rights organizations and ve-
hemently denied by Israel

and the U.S. government.
Aboutl 2 in 10 Americans say
Israel has not and the rest,
about half, don't know
enough to say.

A similar share, 30%., of
Jewish adults say Israel has
committed genocide, al-
though about half, 49%, say
it has not.

Harold EKalmus, a 609-

[See Poll, Af]

A taco empire, a charred body and ICE

Immigration enforcement complicates a grim murder case in L.A.

Mariana Yepez climbed
the ranks of the Los Angeles
street food scene before
bullding her own taco em-
pire.

A native of Sonora, Mexi-
co, Yepez and her husband
Loiled al various food Lrucks
and restaurants until 2018,
when they launched a series
of stands named after their
daughter: Ricos Tacos Nao-
mi

Serving up heaps of fatty
eabeza and sizzling al pas-
tor, it grew to nearly a dozen
locations spanning (rom
Long Beach to LLA. Lo Lthe
Antelope WValley, drawing

By James Queally and Brittny Mejia

Gama Frraxs: Los Angeles Times

RICOS TACOS NAOMI beptan in 2048, and it grew
o nearly a dozen locations across the Scouthland.

praise from prominent food
critics.
But now, Yepe:z sils in jail
accused of plotting to kill
one of her employees.
Yepez, 43, and aworker at
Ricos Tacos Naomi are
charged wilh conspiracy Lo
commit murder in the death
of Soledad Lopez, who was
last scen alive around 2 pon.
on Sept. 7. A second employ-
ee faces murder charges.
Video surveillance
showed the 47-year-old
Lapez leaving work at one of
Lhe Laco sLands with her co-
worker, Sandra Romo Diaz.
Sce Killing, A7]

mes

latimes.com

L.abor
allies
split on
tax for
wealthy

Instead of uniting left,
levy on billionaires
is opposed by some
unions, hecalth groups.

By MicoLe Nixox

SACRAMENTO — For
all the media atltention Cali-
fornia’s proposed billonaire
tax has generated nationally
— with some blasting it as a
foolish Left Coast assault on
American enterprise — the
November ballot item has
actually triggered a rift
among progressive  labor
unions and Democrats,
groups crucial to the mea-
SUre's SUCCess.

Championed by Califor-
nia's langest hea workers
union, Proposit 40 would
levy a one-Ltime 5% Lax on
California’s roughly 200 bil-
lonaires. The measure aims
to backfill Medicaid cuts
signed into law last year by
President Trump, and
would raise an estimated
F100 billlon.

Dave Regan, the mea-
sure's architect and presi-
dent of Service Employees
International Union-United
Healtheare Workers West.
said the tax was intended to
prevent “the imminent col-
lapse of California’s health-
care system because of the
Trump cuts in the “One Big
Beautiful BillL." =

Regan, who has become
well-known for using ballot
measures as leverage in ne-
gotiations with state Law-
makers and the healthcare
industry, seemed poised to
channel public anxiety over
economic affordability, ac-
cess to medical care and
anti-Trump sentiment
when the initiative was an-
nounced last Gall.

Today however, the ini-
tiative not only faces heavy
and well-funded opposition
Croem those it aims Lo Lax, but
also divided support among
groups that troditionally fu-
vor taxes on the wealthy —
laborunions. Both the pow-
erful California Teachers
Assn. and the State Building
and Construction Trades
Council of California hawve
come out against Pro-
position 40, while Teamsters
California and AFSCME
California support it.

Others unions have yet to
weilgh in, iIncluding the Cali-
fornia Federation of Labor
Unions and SEIU California,
A parent organization for
Regan's healtheare worker
arion.

Establishment Demo-
crats are also divided. Gowv.
Gavin Newsom aggressively
opposed the measure and
sought to negotiate with Re-

to remove it from the
ballol beginning last year.
Days before a state deadline
towithdraw ballot measures
in late June, Regan publicly
offered to trim the wealth
tax to 2% over two Vears, an
offer Newsom quickly re-
Jected.

To some close ochservers,
the offer signaled thal Re-
gan may have been looking

[Sec Wealth tax, AT]

DMV threatens to revoke licenses,
cites mysterious testing ‘anomalies’

By Crara HARTER

Thousands of Califor-
nians have received letters
fromn the Department of Mo-
Lor Vehicles informing them
Lthal irregularities
found in their written test re-
sults and that they will lose
their licenses unless they re-
take the exam within 30
days.

The letters have left
many Californians serateh-
ing their heads as to what
went wrong and scrambling
to reschedule their tests to

ensure they don't lose the
ability to drive.

“It's a major headache for
pecple who maybe don't
have reliable transporta-
tion,” Sacramento resident
David Spechl said. "A single
parenl raising a kid, Lhey
hawve to take time off work,
they have to get child care. It
Jjust seems like if that's our
system, it isn't really work-
ing forus ™

A spokesperson for the
DMV wrote in an email that
the agency had “identified
anomalies in the results of
certain knowledge tests™

and that as a result about
1000 people are belng notl-
Ded that they must retake
the exam.

The spokesperson said
the letters were a result of
the DMV's regular internal
monitoring process, and did
not respond to guestions on
the nature of the irreg-
ularities detected — such as
whether they were sus-
pected w be evidence of
cheating or the result of in-
ternal tecl problems.

~“Ensuring the integrity of
our testing process is es-

[Sec DMV, AB]

Slew of crimes
linked to India
U.Ss. LOrs say
gangstors dircoted muar-
ders, extortion and drug
trafficking from foreign
jails. cCALIFORNILA, Bi1

Disneyland’s pat
muakcover of the atsrac-
tion has national parks
and new smells.
ENTERTAINMENT. E1

Weather
Mostly sunny.
L.A. Basin: B6/65. B8

MLV,

ALLEX T SCHAREN Loa Anmeies Thres

DOWN AND OUT

The U.S. suffers a 4-1 defeat by Belgium in the
World Cup round of 16, but the team hopes the

tournament run inspired future stars. SPORTS, B10
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EPICA Messi sigue vivo tras EspARA Luis de la Fuente y su
REMONTADA  levantar un o-2ante Egipto | idilio con los cambios: «Es el
DE ARGENTINA con gran polémica arbitral partido el que te dice cuando»

CONSECUENCIAS DEL PACTO ANDALUZ

Vox dulcifica
surelacion con
elPPtrasel

giro de Feijoo:
«Manotendida»

Lacupula de Abascal muestra su deseo de unir
fuerzas contra Sanchez @ Perotambién avisa: «No
nos temblara el pulso si hay incumplimientos»

JUANMA LAMET maDRID

Marin n Cerrados los acuerdos regionales
e Le.Pe en Extremadura, Aragon, Castillay

SEI'Ei Ca“dldata a Ledn v Andalucia, el PP da por su

1 - ¥
El presidente Donald Trump, ayer en Ankara, funto si homdlogo tirco, Recep Tayyip Erdogan. ). ERNST /REUTERS

s 3= - perado su dilema sobre la goberna
presidir Francia

bilidad y ya mira hacia una hipoté
EHZOZTYI‘EClll'I‘irE’l tica coalicion r1ltl'-lU|:II:-llL(rll.‘u_t_}IH Es
paraquitarseel e e e % | EEUUECHA UN PULSO A SUS SOCIOS EN LA CUMBRE TURCA

visto con buenos ojos desde la for-
24vR aci fe Santiago Abascal, que
brazalete policial ~ 790"

-
e pulares v ha bajado el diapason de

sus criticas

tnaempresadel itiiiiiat  qtaquesaDinamarcaylaUE

Sﬂciﬂ de Santos Abascal, el PP ha dejado de torpe
- dearles. «<Echar a Sanchez pasa por . X X .
Cerdan W'HC“I.? Vox y han entendido por fin que se Afirma que «Groenlandia Insiste en que «no habra
los casos ‘Sepi tiene que ~'*:j‘"';:_' ¢l intento ‘J*'dd” deberia estar bajo control» Europan si el continente
L} MOnNIZacon de Voxs, aseguran des- - A L e o . . v
y ‘Forestalia’ T T - T MAta W americanoy (._npenhague «Nno Lll](.‘]ﬁ‘]a inmigracion
POR QUICO ALSEDO Pigina iz macion. Pagina 8 ANKARA (TUROULA) Zanja. «No esta en venta» Y la CNCIgla» piginasavazz

l4del5CCAArechazaranla |
nuevafinanciaciondeSanchez —~ ~ "R

Las socialistas Castilla-LaMancha | El Gobierno, dispuesto aimponer

y Asturias anuncian voto en el modelo con el tnico apoyo de INESPERADO:
i " 18] - - ‘s . - LA FRESCURA DEL
contray se unen a las del Pl Catalufia en la reunion del dia 29 r SAUVIGNON BLANC
ELEVADA A SU

CARLOS SEGOVIAMADRID  Sdn chez. Al rechazo de las goberna cal ¥y Financiera del dia 29. El minis
Catorce de la 15 comunidades autd das por el PP se unen Asturias v Cas tro de Hacienda, Arcadi Espafia, estd
nomas derégimencomunseoponen  tilla-La Mancha (PSOE) que confir dispuesto aimponer el nuevo mode
al nuevo modelo de financiacion au man a EL MUNDO que votardin en  lo-quenoafectaalas dos forales- so
tondmica del Gobierno de Pedro  contra en el Consejo de Politica Fis lo con el apoyo de Catalufia. Pigina 27
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Los contactos de Leire Diez con altos
cargos abren la via para imputar al PSOE

El comandante de la Guardia Civil Rubén Villalba declara como testigo ante el juez
que la ‘fontanera’ le ofrecio un ascenso y que hablaba por orden «de los de arriba»

Carmen Lucas-Torres P10-11

e ,;‘I‘“lia: '-.

B |

Pedro Sinchez, a su llegada ayer a la cumbre de la OTAN que se celebra en AnKara. vunamemed Abaulsh Kurtsr / Fouters

«Que no cuente con nosotros»: junts anticipa que
también le tumbara a Sanchez la senda de déficit

Los independentistas califican de «tragalar la aprobacion ayer por el Consejo de Ministros previa a los Presupuestos

Joan Guirado Editorial y P14
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COPA 2026
Messi prorroga

a Era Messi

0 Egito vencia por 2 a0 e faltavam pouco
mais de 15 minutos para o fim do jogo.

E da histéria de Messi em Copas do Mundo.

Mas o craque decidin dar acréscimos a si mesmao.
MNareta final, umniu ao seu talento e frieza
aoliderar aincrivel ada Argentina.

O craque e a atual campei continuam...

EDITORIAL

WCLISSAC
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EMNCIAL PARA
NESFAZER TARIFAC
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VERA
MAGALHAES
Emissdrios de
Lula acenam

ao mercado
PAGINA Z

ELIO GASPARI
Deuses do
futebol deram

ligdo a Trump
PAGINA T

BERNARDO
MELLO FRANCO
Ligar Copa

a eleigdo é

tese furada
PAGINA

RENATO
MEIRELLES
O que Fldvio
perde sem
Michelle
PAGINA G

ZEINA LATIF
Efeitos da baixa
poupanga

das familias
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MARCIO ATALLA
Longevidade
com saide...

financeira
PAGINA 20

LEO AVERSA
Euniio
perderia
aquele pénalti
PG IM A 24

PEDRO
PACIFICO
Como tirar
o celular
da mio?
SEGUNDO CADERNO
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OBITUARIO/BENEDITO RUY BARBOSA
Criador de novelas
que fizeram histéria

5 ANOS

Um dos maiores teledramaturgos do Brasil,
énerocom folhetins

como “Pantanal” e “O rei do gado™. sesunoo caperso

NA MIRA DA POLICIA

Pré-candidato ao
Senado na chapa do PL
é preso com fuzil em
operacao da PF no Rio

Investigacdo de lavagem em postos de gasolina atinge
Marcio Canella e impacta palanque de Flavio Bolsonaro

Ex-prefeito de Belford Ro-
%o e pré-candidato ao Se
nada, Marcio Canclla
(Unido) foi preso ontem
pela Policia Federal. Ele é
investigado sob suspeitade
participar de um esquema
de lavagem de dinheiro
através de uma rede de pos-
tos de gasolina, e a principio era alvo ape-
nas de um mandado de busca e apreensio.
Porém, osagentes acharamum fuzilem seu
carroe o prenderam em flagrante por porte

— el ilegal do armamento. O
ex-chefe da Policia Civil
do Rio Marcus Amin
também & suspeitode in-
tegrar o esquema. A pri-
s&0 de Canella é mais um
bague no nicleo do pa
lanque de Flavio Bolsa-
naro. Ele éoterceiro alia-
do de peso do presidencidvel no estado en-
volvido em suspeitas de crimes, depois do
ex-governador Cliudio Castro e do ex-pre-
sidente da Alerj Rodrigo Bacellar. ricanaz

De olho na eleicdo, Flavio
vai aos EUA e se posiciona
contra tarifago de Trump
Presidencidvel do PL participoude
audiéncia piblica naqual disse que
atual momento é o pior possivel™
para adogioda politica. riaineas

Governo [a.Z ACeEnoOs an
agronegicio com medidas

= .- s &
que dio alivio a dividas
Em busca de aproximar-se do setor a
trés meses da eleigio, governo prepara
medidas de renegociacio de dividas
campliagioda garantia do erédito. miaman

EUA consideram ‘absurda’
hipitese de acio militar no Brasil
Governo Trump rechagou possibilidade

levantada pelo Itamaraty apas cl ficagio
de facgées como terroristas. PAGINAS

Prefeitura anuncia programa
de repressio a ambulantes na orla
Fiscalizagio serd permanente e vai

abranger do Leme ao Leblon, visando
ordenar o comércio na regiio. PAGINAz2

ENTREVISTAMCABRIEL ZUCMAN

IA em “beneficio de biliondrios”
Para economista, LA agrava concentracio
dos super-ricos, com riscos para a politica,
omercado e a democracia. rsmas

Pais tem 64 milhoes de adultos
sem conclusio do ensino basico
Estudo apontanessa situagio 37% dos
acimade 15 anos, em meio a desafios da
Educagio de Jovens e Adultos (EJA). rhcmas
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Las calles volvieron en los ih E=

avibrar de lamano penales y B 7 -+

de la seleccion serd el rival - ey
del sdbado ——

5
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El grivo estalld en Atlanta y llegé al Obelisco:
40,000 hinchas celebraron en el estadio y la
alegria viajo hasta cada rincén del pais.
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La -"\rgcminﬁ' estuvo

dos goles abajo con

Egipto)perootra vez
eaccion6 conmucho

MUNDIAL2026
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D Carticter para gahiar 3-2

bnrel final

l plam:el argmﬁmzleva aI..Incn.eI Messi,que fallé un penal al principio, -p-eru fue determinante en el tramo final del partido con Egipto

ATLANTA (De nuestros enviados
especiales).— Ya no juega como en
Qatar, pero el campedn no se rin-
de. Argentina no domina los parti-
dos con laautoridad de antes, pero
CONSENVA Un rasgoquenuevamente
salid en su rescate: el fuego interior.
Laseleccion perdia 2-0ante Egipto,
pero una rafaga de tres goles en 13

minutos impulso una remontada
inolvidable paraavanzaraloscuar-
tos de final del Mundial.
Cuandoenelminuto 79 descontd
Cuti Romero, el equipo de Scaloni
se convencio de gue no habria im-
posibles. Lionel Messi, al que le ha-
bian atajado un penal en el primer
tiempo, marcd el 2-2, ¥ un cabeza-

zode Enzo Fernandez en tiempode
descuento desatd la fiesta cuando
poco antes la seleccién se habia
asomadoal abismo.

“Se nos habia puesto feo. Nos
asustamos un poquito y levanta-
mos una dificil. Este grupo no baja
los brazos nunca”, resumic Messi,
emocionado en el final. Deportes

EL ESCENARIO

Cristian Grosso

El campedn
sobrenatural que movio
el eje de la Tierra

Paginas

. MARTINEZ
| o @

ANIBAL GRECO/ENVIADO ESPECIAL

Al capitin eterno ain le
guedan historias por contar
Federico Aguila

Pagina 4

Vibran con la conviccidn
de sentirse imbatibles

Leandro Contento. Pagina 2

El 54% de los
argentinos no

proyecta
tener hijos

TENDENCIA. El dato
surge de un estudio de la
Universidad Austral; un
fenémeno en alza. pagina 22

EL ANALISIS

Por qué nadie le cree a la Justicia

N rumor estd creciendo en
l I]cls tribunales federales de
Comodoro Py, donde estin
los jueces que deben resolver casos
de corrupcidn, lavado y narcotrifi-

Joaguin Morales Sold

L DI

00, entre pocas investigaciones mas,
aungue son las meds llamativas v las
que los hacen famosos. Dice la ver-
sidnqueunasaladelaCimaradeCa-
sacion estaria a punto de devolverle

al juez federal de Campana, Adrian
Gonzalez Charvay, el expediente
que indaga sobre la verdadera pro-
piedad de la megamansion de Pilar
ligadaala AFA. Contimiaenla pagina 15

Impulsan un
“apagon” del
Estado si no hay
presupuesto

"SHUTDOWN". Seria un
modelo como el de EEUU;
si no se aprueba la ley, no se
podria gastar mas. Paginals
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Djokovic, otro
grande en la pelea
Asus39anios,

llegbala semifinal

de Wimbledon
yvallienfrentara
al N1, Sinner. n.s0

Donald,
siempre vigente
Elcreador de

“Tiritando" y otros
éxitos festeja sus
80anosylanza
MAs temas. p.4z

Miércoles 8 de julio de 2026

Las lagrimas de Messi al final en el esta-
diode Atlanta simbolizaron todo: una
remontada histdrica-nuncaantes la Se-
leccién habia vueltode un 0-2enun
Mundial- y la clasificacidn a cuartos de
final. El equipo noencuentra su mejor
versidén y sufre en defensa, peroelin-
menso coraje de sus hombres lo com-

/// /l

pensa. Egipto aprovechd sus chances.
Peroalos 79 minutos, Messi -que habia
fallado un penal- colocd el pase para el
golde Romero. El capitdn consiguid el
empate alos 83 ylleva8tantosen laCo-
pa.Cuando iban 2 minutos de descuen-
to, llegd el cabezazo de Enzo Fernandez
para lagran victoria por 3-Z. SUPLE MUNDIAL

JUAND TESONE

DESTINO, KANSAS CITY

Elsabado,alas22, la
Seleccion enfrentaraa
Suiza,queeliminoa
Colombia por penales.

J ENVIADD ESPECIAL

perdido, el orgullo
argentino lo dio vuelta

Del 0-2 contra Egipto cuando solo faltaban 11 minutos, se paso a un triunfo épico.

Milei copia a
EE.UU.y quiere
cerrar el Estado
si no alcanza el
Presupuesto

El presidente Javier Milei avanzara
sobre el diseno e implementacion de
un proyecto de ley inspirado en el mo-
delo de Estados Unidos (shutdown, o
cierre del Estado). El anuncio es un
cambiode paradigma en la gestidn
plblica de la Argentina, orientadaa
impedir de forma automética que se
financien gastos por encima de las ca-
pacidades reales y autorizadas por el
Congreso Nacional. r.7

Por primera vez
desde 2019, las
reservas llegan
a los US$ 49 mil
millones

En el primer semestre, la mejoriaen
las reservas supera los 8.300 millones
de dolares. El Central atribuye su as-
censo en las compras por el mayor in-
greso de divisas que aportan las ex-
portacionesy por la liquidacién de
préstamos del sector privado. Del to-
tal de reservas, unos 12 mil millones
se consideran netas: y pueden usarse
para intervenir en el mercado. El ries-
go pais bajoa 405 puntos basicos. me

Sera economista
jefe del FMI

una argentina,
nietade un
desaparecido

Setratade Silvana Tenreyro, ex direc-
tora del Banco de Inglaterra. La argen-
tina fue designada como Consejera
Econdmica y Directora del Departa-
mento de Estudios del Fondo Moneta-
rio, cargo que equivale al de econo-
mista jefe del organismo. Su abuelo
era Juan Eduardo Tenreyro, que fue
secuestrado por la dictadura militar y
permanece desaparecido. ps
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iggﬂsgo TRANSIT
Current
chair part
of mayor’s
nominees

Proposed picks mandaved
by state’s transit funding
and reform legislation

By Talia Soglin
CHICAGD TRIBUME

L'Eli._:q.u Mavor Brandon Jolhn-
son's noninees for the reconstitured
Chicago Transit Auﬂmnl v board
inchude two of the board's current
members, including its chair.

Johnson's proposed ir H
picks, which are su
Council approval, are
the state's landrmark transit Iu:’n.hllg
1d reform legislation, which took
effect in _June

In addition to raising upward of
on a year for public mransir,
the law requeines a sk up of the
boards that govers the CTA, Metra
and Pace. The bill creates a new
regional transit oversight body, the
il Transit Author-
ended to be a more

£1b

ard members”
terms expire on Sept. 1, when their
replacements are expected to be
seaved.

But board members are allowed

to be reappointed, and the majocity
of the mayor's picks already sit on
one of the regilon's transit boards.
The mayor's nominees for the
reconstituted CTA board include
the boards current chair, Lester
Barclay, an attorney who was
originally appointed to the bonnj
by ther-M Ligdaefoot.
wpproved by men, Barce
would serve on both the CTA ._I_‘llli
NITA bBoards,
v has previously criticized
aspects of th v bt hegislathon
— namely the increased oversighe
athoriey it gives o NITA .

See TRANSIT on Page AZ
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‘Demand is insatiable’

Summer homebuying season heats up., with packed open houses

By 5. Sorrina Beecher
FOR THE CHICAGO TRIBILINE

To paknea picte
Zo-ares housing merk
open houwse and look for d'u_ pil
of shoes at
where porential buy
frequently remove their shoes
re walking through the home
mgup the competition.

Real estate agx and brokers
say
continues to be defined by i©
buyer demand for a limited
number of homes for sale. It's a
market where homes are some-
times listed and ten sobd within

days, if not hours, and where
potential buyers often need o
make offers that are above the
asking price in order to be success -
Ful

Tommy Chol, co-founder
and realtor at Keller Williams
ONEChicago. says the Ch
housing market was wnusually
“agpressi * in the firse half of
the year And agents say homse
prices — and competition — are
expected o hear up even further
this sumumuer.

While the national housing
market shows signs of cooling,
the Chicago are v all accounts,
appears to be defying graviny

“The Chicago narrative is
v different from w
hearing from around the couwntry
in places like Florida or Arizoss
sanrs David Bracy, vice president at
Berkshire Hathaway HomeSer-
vices Chicago, attributing the
region’s extreme seller's market
to simple laws of supply and
demand. “(There are) 20 o 40
people coming theough an Open
House. The amount of demand is
insaniable”

First-time homebuyers Sam
Gainer and his fiancee Grace
Gumbiner, both 29, say they were
unprepared for the cutthre
narure of Chicago real estare. The

and offers above asking price

couple jumped into the market
w escape the rental cycle before
turning 30, and to avoid the yearly
reqstal increases thar nearly priced
them our of their beloved neigh-
borhood of Bucktown.

“We went to nearly 25 open
houses” Gainer explained, adding
that they temporarily paused their
search to reassess their budgpet and
approach. “It was a very intimi
dating process. You would walk
in and there would be 80 pairs of
shoes at the front door, and then
three or four offers by the end of
thue any™

See MARNET on Page A%

A rarmg leading into the Deep Tis

Monday Tollowing a raimy Jurne and earnly July.

Nearly full Thornton reservoir brings
sewage stink and increased flood risk

By Evy Lewis
and Olivia Stevens
DAILY SOUTHTOWMN

With the Thornton Cormpsos-
ire Reservoir near capacity for
the first time in its history, south
suburban residents are fearful of
meore fooding and some are sick-
enad by the stench of sewage.

After the round of pouring rain
thar swept the suburbs over the
weekend, the Thornton
ive Reservoir rg_u.hg-lﬂl o CApac-
ity the fullest
becoming oper

sral

el water reservolr north of

according to the Metropol

Water Reclama

Greater Chicago,
As of 10:15 am. Tuesda;

water level 1

frorm dhar high o 93

7.3 billi

reservoir has ever been before was
n 2019 when it hit 54.5% capacioe

wWith
sewer water

Village Clerk Nikki Kitakis

wn District of

. the

ad receded slk

n gallons, _1|_1.mdu1|.. to the
=t's website. The b

billions of gallons of
sitting open to the
lents have to deal
he stench.
vells

has
said Thornton
“It's

e Thornten Quarry is pastially submersed
STACEY WESCOTT/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

m  pretty horrific™

Odors from *]::- reservoir have
been along-stan
dents.of
said the isswe is pa
with the reservoir 3o f

“The st
affects all §
simells so verribi
wish there was Smell-O-Vision so
I could send a sa
becawse it's, it's awiul’

The water reclamati
taken some measures to

wding issue for resi-
Ornton, J:.uu‘c-h}ur_::lu
thculs

ench is putr
ets of life because it
Wirakis said. “1

nple your way

ndiserict

See RESERVOIR on Page A2

More Dems demand
Platner quit campaign

Picking a successor

in Maine’s Senate race
could divide the party
By Kimberlee Kruesi

and Patrick Whitthe
ASSOCIATED PRESS

PORTLAND, Maine — Sen.
Bernie S ers om Tuesday
became the latest and mose nota-
ble lawmaker to pull suppe for
Maine Democ i LT ErLate
nominee Graham Platmer follow-
ing an allegation of sexual assauw
adding vo a chorus of calls for
Thim to step aside as party leaders
rr sl o determine the next

pders, a Vermont indepen-
who caucuses w Dreno-
crats, has long backed Platner
e high-stakes race against
Republican Sen. Susan Collins,
but he said in a statemene tha
apaoke with the candidare and
light of these very serious allega-
tions, I have recommended that he
step askde ™

during a primany electior
wabteh party on June 9
Maine. ROBSERT F. BUNAT VAP

Plarner, who der
tion, has not heeded the
resign_ Instead. he posted a video
Monday saying he was consider-
ing the next steps for his ca
while canceling town 1

Plamer posted the v
reports that a woman who pare
ously dated the first-time cand
date said he drunkenly forced her

co PLATNER on Page A%
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vueno bank

El banco paraguayo
de todos.

ULTIMARORA

Asuncitn, miércoles 8, jubo 2026 +anallSls

T Ty www.ultimahora.com

Wilfrido Caceres y su esposa fueron convocados para el 27 de julio

Detergentes de oro: Ex jefe de
Gabinete de Nenecho va a juicio

AL BANQUILLO. Juez de Delitos Econémicos elevé  SE DILATA. En la misma causa figura el ex in-
caso por lesion de confianza a juicio oral. El dafio  tendente de Asuncién, cuya preliminar esta pen-

econdémico es de G. 1.808 millones, seglin Fiscalia. diente por varios recursos planteados en la Corte.
PAGINA 40
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El IPS asegura solo _ iy nsckny S
tres meses de /o - N i
insulina y reduce X L N Sy
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PAGINA 19 ii ' mgﬂusl
Senadora pidid perdén .
Fiscalia de Francia
investiga a Celeste . 45.000
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sobre Mbappé
PAGINAS 2y 3 &
Informe técnico
Advierten que
Paraguay entraria en
fase de alerta roja %
energética en 2030 R d N U | UNIVERSIDAD
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PAGINA 13 toria en los mundiales. PAGINA 46

ES UNA AVENTURA

i -
& {[® TOYOTOSH




FOLHA DE S.PAULOs

DESDE 1921

w e W

UM JORNAL EM DEFESA DA ENERGIA LIMPA

ANO 106 +« N® 35525

QUARTA-FEIRA, B DE JULHO DE 2026

Brasil e EUA tém
menor comercio
da série historica
1ano apos tarifaco

Participagao americana nas exportagoes cai de
12,1% para 9,4%, nivel mais baixo desde 1997

Messi comemora o gol da virada da Argentina por 3 a 2 sobre o Egito, em Atlanta ewsa/ure

copa gzozé

ARGENTINA
RENASCE
COM MESSI
EM VIRADA
ELETRIZANTE
Equipe perdia do Egito
por 2 a o quando, no
final do 2° tempo,

virou com gol e assis-
téncia do craque p.4

Sebastiin Fest
Como morrer e
ressuscitar em uma
tarde em Atlanta p.s

Idelber Avelar
Uma pergunta
precisa ser feita
a Ancelotti p.3

Suica bate
Colémbia nos
pénaltis e volta
as quartas apos
72 anos pe

jogos de ontem

ARG 13 x 2 EGI
S 0d4)x (3)0 CoL

$535_u2401

Familias recorrem a
Justica por remédio
para Alzheimer

Agdes na Justica pedem gque
planos de saude cubram o Ki
sunla, medicamento que pro
mete retardar a progressio do
Alzheimer. Custo chegaa RS 30
mil por aplicagio na rede pri
vada. Hi a0 menos 35 proces-
s0s em Sio Paulo. Sadde A28

llona Szabé de Carvalho
Nao hd despedidas em
um mundo que dd voltas

Este é meu iltimo texto como
colunista. Hi momentos em
ue precisamos pausar, ouvir
repensar como melhor contri

buir para o debate. Sigo na vi-
da civica, convencida de que é
possivel construir pontes. A34

EDITORIAIS A2

Governo deveria por em
pritica sua tese contra tari-
fas Sobre negociagio paraevi
tar sangio comercial dos EUA.

Europa arde com atraso na
adaptacio climitica Acerca
de iminéncia de uma terceira
onda de calor no continente.

ilustrada

0 nowvelista Benedito Ruy Barbosa
Sergio Cxstro - 29 now 2010/ Folhapress

MORRE O ESCRITOR
BENEDITO RUY
BARBOSA A0S 95
Dramaturgo se inspirou em suas
wivéncias para levar o Brasil rural

a televisao em novelas como
‘Pantanal’ e ‘0O Rei do Gado' B4

ANALISE Danilo Thomaz
Autor narrou sagas do Brasil
em tom shakespeariano Be

equilibrio

Falar sobre o fim é passo
para lidar com a morte,
dizem especialistas m2

A participacao dos Estados Uni-
dos nas exportagoes brasileiras
caiu ao nivel mais baixo da série
historica da balanga comercial,
iniciada em 1997, um ano apds o
presidente Donald Trump anun-
ciar um tarifaco de 50% sobre
o Brasil. A fatia americana nas
vendas brasileiras para o exte-
rior passou de 12,1% no primei

ro semestre de zo25 para 9,4%
no mesmo periodo deste ano.
0s dados mostram ainda que o
Brasil reduziu as importacoes.

R$ 790

0s EUA tiveram o menor pa-
tamar de participacdo na cor
rente total de comércio do Bra-
sil (11,1%). No geral, ha déficit
na balanca com os americanos:
USS 1,5 bilhdo (RS 7.76 bilhoes)
nosemestre. A China ganhou es-
pago, indo de 28,9% para 31,5%,
€ se mantém como o principal
parceiro brasileiro. EconomiaA13

Flivio diz nos EUA que taxas
ajudariam Lula e que agora é
o ‘pior momento' para elas ae

El Nifio deve forc¢ar uso de termelétricas
combinado com energias renovaveis

Fendmeno deve reduzir o nivel dos reservatdrios do pais em 2027,
aferando a geragio das usinas hidrelétricas. Para evitar apagoes,
termelétricas poderio ser acionadas, ao lado das energias edlicae
solar, mais instdveis por dependerem das condigbes doclima. a6

Presidente eleito
da Colombia acusa
Petro de golpe

Abelardo de la Espriella afir-
mou que o presidente Gustavo
Petro e Ivin Cepeda, que foi der

rotado, “iniciaram seu plano B
parapermanecer no poder”. Um
dia antes, Petro disse, sem pro

vas, que o ultradireitista “nao
venceu as elei¢oes” Mundo A3l

Estados Unidos criticam fala

sobre uso da forga contra PCC
0 governo Trump chamou de
“absurda” declaracio do minis-
tro Mauro Vieira de que hi a
possibilidade de washington
usar forcas militares no Brasil
para combater facghes. A34

Justiga francesa decide
que Marine Le Pen podera
concorrer a Presidéncia azo

Em ciipula da Otan, Trump
reclama de aliados e volta
a exigir a Groenlindia a29

i:f."..'alt'?n..=

24% dos eleitores de
Lula estao a direita; 19%
de Flavio, a esquerda a0
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HAUTE COUTURE

SI CHANEL M'ETAIT CONTE...
PAR MATTHIEU BLAZY

LEFIGARO

= Sans ka liberté de bladmer, il n'cst polnt d'éloge Mattcur =

ENQUETE

Beaumarchals

FACE AUX DEFIS DE L'IA, LES GRANDES

OTAN

Les alliés
regarmissent
leurs arsenaux
dans ['urgence

FACKES & IT

ROYAUME-UNI
Le Britannique
Nigel Farage
démissionne

de son mandat
de députérasse

BAC

L'année 2026
affiche un taux de
réussite provisolre

de B55% racxs
BIOETHIQUE

Les Francais
toujours hostiles
a la légalisation
de 1a GPA rac

BUDGET
Le gouvernement
annonce 3 milliards

deconomies
&n [JIL'.;h pour tenir

»Les tribunes

de Jean-Eric
Schoettl

et d'’Alain Minc
'lAl{T'lr“”.ll']ll"
de Bertille Bayart
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La chef de file du Rassemble

et assortie du port d'un bracelé
a finalement décidé de se présenter@nz2o

Coup de théatre
judiciaire,
sursaut politique

La chef de file du RN pey
magistrature supréme aprés la deécisic
d'appel. Ender parcours
dents de scie d"une candidate qui s"est constrisite dans
s dhepaais 50 ans, be pari i la lamme

represente par un Le Pen. PACESZETS

e ala
de la cour

T
politigue en

il 3 PoUIveal |

éplsode du

adversié, Ca
pourrait ére

Anatomie d'une
décision de justice
pesée au trébuchet

Troks ans de prison dont | an ferme sous forme de sur
veillance dectronique et 15 mois d'inéligibiline f
une peine dores o défa exdculde depuis son

MOCES €11

Le Pen, la cour d"appel d
porter candidate 3 La presic

ris ne | ermpe
ntielle. PAGES

B 3 EDITORIAL por vincens Totmetet ao viters

ous gardez 'élection mais
< dans les pires conditions. -
L arité judiciaire s'en dé el

fend, mais elle sait faire de la

politique. La shon rendue
par la cour d’appel dans le proces des assis
tants parlementaires du FN est un brillant
mélange de prudence et de malveillance
teintée d une forme de perversité. Les ma
gistrats ont choisi de ne pas donner le coup  sa
de grice a \IJ||| ¢ Le Pen en lui laissant la
possibiline e candidate a I'é fon pré
sidentielle t n I"assortissant d une oon
d amnation et surtout 4 un bracelet électro
ue. forme contemporaine du tatouage du
forcat idemment aménageée
donc r lans le prononce, elle judic
s'étend, s Muement, sur douze mois Flow,
donc au-deld du second tour de 1"élection
presidentielle. Marine Le Pen a refusé d'ac
oepler Elle continue de cla
meT som innocence et s"en remet a ka Cour r.1c
cassation. Le risque de Nempéc i’ g
pas dissipé, il est repoussé. Le premier parti e
de Framce reste enferme dans la diagonale
du flow 11 dépend duo pari de sa candidate

cette dicision

Le risque d’un pari

Depuis des semaines:
phacement de
la faisait mquas
passé, @ érait I'ave

e reprend sa
iracukee s et

frajectoire erratique
dhes eaux veur désormais Qire une force,

La diagonale
du flou

pour son électorat de o '1.r|u|.t
lalre comple &
celui de
Subsiste aussd ke de
parti a gouverne:
dexpérience. de
ses ouvrent une bréche a la d
i doit avolr une seule «
sire aix

ton,

hons de Francais qui ont rejoint ke RN, parti
cephale dont la candidate

L thiy

larine Le F

ie du grand rem
#n par Jordan Bar

r. Elle était be populisme
. o 12
e l'4-th dialectique est mor

rine anchenne. Sur
-p.ut.-lulu!um.- I
1= quie de son existence cabossée., de
b camdidate sauvee
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moins que 1"au

SON Programime ect

appa

sle de convic

=]
shsession : ré SRI
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Jordan Bardella
retrouve son costume
de premier-ministrable

Le jeune loup nationaliste se a premdre ka
'-.J.I ede sa championne en casdempdchement Mais
nalement, jusqu’a la decision de b Cour
, be rile qui élait le sien avant que les
affaires judicialres ne viennent percuter la campa
e du tandem. PAGES4AETS

it prét




U.S. men’s national soccer team not getting better

SPORTSDAY

@he Dallas Morning News

Texas’ Leading News Source

$4.99

Dallas, Texas, Wednesday,. July 8, 2026 ++

DallasNews.com

Remembering the fallen

DIPLOMACY

SELalf Photograpter

Above Bearing a tattoo of her late son,
Dallas Police Officer Patricio “Patrick™
Zamarripa, Valerie Zamarripa and other
family members of fallen officers reflect
during a 7/7 RemambDrance Cersmony
outside Dallas Police Department head-
quarters on Tuesday. It was the WOth anni-
versary of the fatal shooting of five offi-
cers, including Dallas Police officers.
Arington Police officer and sister-in-law
to Zamarripa. Sara De La Cruz (left).
listened to speakers with her niece, Em-
mie Ramirez.

Left: Photos of the officers killed in the
Juty 7. 2016 ambush were watched over
by Dallas Police officers during the 7/7
Remeambrance ceremony. Sanior Cpl
Lome Ahrens, Officer Michael Krol, Sgt
Michael Smith, Officer Patricio “Patrick
Zamarripa and DART Officer Brent
Thompson were remembered by famiby,
friends and colleagues.

NATO unveils billhions in new arms deals

Trump renews demand for
control of Gre nd; calls
it ‘important” for the LS.

By Seung Min Kim,
Lorne Cook.
Suzan Fraser

and Abby Sewell

e Associated Press
ANKARA, Turkey — Presidemt

Donald Trump on Tuesday insisted
that the United States should be in

atrol of Gre and rather than
TO ally Denmark, renewing ten-
sions in Europe even as the trans-
Atlantic military alliance was an-
nouncing billions in arms deals at a

Trump ca SCIMAALLONIO-
mous island “an important part”™ for
the United States, as he repeated the
false claim that its surrounded by
Chinese and Russian ships and said
he won't let Greenland be thres

ened.

“That should be controlled by the
United States, not by Denmark.”
Trump told reporters during a meet-
ing with Turkish President Recep
i Ankara.

ATO alliance was founded
on the principle that its 32 members
will defend each others’ territory
and not threaten to seize it. At the
summit, European countries amd

»  alliance’s secretary-gencral,

k Rutte, were already working

OB, e Ctias DM I o ey b . RIS o S = MNATION & WORLD
! = U.S. attacks lran
7 7 ‘\\ﬂ\ ‘15 x
= t ire marhy VA
-ﬁf& | rioe = ran ea e
83197 " 00001 Metro, back page -
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overtime o idress another k
standing Trump complaint: that
ropean allies do not spend encugh
on their own defense

Separately, Trump announced
that the US, will lift sanctions on
Turkey that were issued after Anka-
ra purchased a Russian missile de-
fense system that led to the country
being kicked out of the F-35 fighter
jet program — in a nod to his warm

see NATO Page 54

METRO
Teachers get a say

US malitary launched new strikes Gow Greg Abbott is launching a

her-led co
shape the future
across the state. 18

mission to help

eClucat o

Study: Disease likely tied
to head injunes in ex-DE
who died by suicide

By Joseph Hoyt

Former Dallas Cowbovs defensive
et Kneeland had stage 1
he died by suicide in No-

emd N
CTE whe
vember, ac

Foundation on Teesday.

“Unfortunately, 1 was not surprised
to find CTE in the brain of Mr. Knee-
lamd, becanse we have found this pro-
e brain disease in nearly half of
the athletes we've studied who have
died before the age of 307 Dr. Ann
McKee, director of the Boston Univer-
sity CTE Center and chief of neuropa-
thology for the VA Boston Healtheare
System, said in the announcement.
— or chronic traumatic en-
cephalopathy is a disease likely
caused by repeated head injuries, ac-
cording to the Mayo Clinic. Stage 1
CTE has been linked to headaches, loss
of attention and concentration, as well

jort-term memory problems, de

wivity and executive

n somme individuals,
according to the CTE Society.

4 3 study of about 150 athletes
who plaved contact sports such as foot-
ball, hockey and rugby and died before
age 30 found more than 40% had ear-
br-stage CTE.

Kneeland's family asked for privacy.
according to the announcement, but
his family and his girlfriend, Catalina

R

see RESEARCHERS Page 34

EDUCATION

Americans
split on
school law

Survey: Half support having
the Ten Commandments on
display on public campuses

A new national survey has found
that half of
playing the
public scho

mericans support dis-
n Commandments in
a policy that was re-

nver that was re-
not inchade data
specific to Texas, but found that resi-
in the southern region of the
ich includes Ti

exas) wenre more

us expressions in
schools than the coastal re-
ghons.

“Ome of the things that’s dlear here
is that many Americans support some
religious expression in public schoals,”

see SURVEY Page 4A

BUSINESS
Toyota plans expansion

Toyota Motor Corp. confirmed
mic will be the location of

a%$36b V expanskon that will
add 2,000 jobs. 38
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Harry humbled in court

telegraph.oo.uk

o 55,237

e There isn’t a laundry in the cosmos big enough to wash
all the dirty linen he has aired about his own family. For
him to complain about HIS privacy being invaded takes,
not just the biscuit, but the whole tin® :

ul Dacre, editor
wspapers. Full story- Page 5
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Farage gamble turns to farce

Labour and Tories
will not fight contest
triggered by Reform
leader, who is facing
investigations over
millions in cash gifts
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Indian gang lecader, associate face
U.S. charges tied to Nijjar Killing

Prosecutors allege Lawrence Bishnoi, deputy ‘ordered the assa

STEVEMN CHASE O7T
MIKE MAGER .5l

The leader of the India-based Bishnoi
gang and his alleged North American licu-
tenant face criminal charges from U.S.
pProsccutors in conmection with the z2ooz3
slaying of Lan.n.dmn Sikh separatist activ-

An indictment filed in U.S court July 1
and unscaled Tucsday alleges gang leader
Lawrence Bishnoi and his alleged North
American deputy Satinderjeet Singh, also
knowmn as Goldy Brar, “ordered the assas-
sination™ of Mr. Nijjar on June 18, 2023, at
his gurdwara in Surrey, B.C.

The indictment was part of a larger in-
wvestigation revealed Tuesday in Los An-
geles by US. authorities and the head of
the RCMP in which they said a total of 37

defendants - incduding Mr. Bishnoi and
Mr. Singh - had been across three
unsealed indictments targeting three sep-
arate transnational gan

Mr. Bishnoi's alleged role in the assassi-
nation has been reported before, but this
is the first time it has been outlined im
ofﬁcl_'ll ch:n'gcs_

jar is referred o as “HLSN.™ im

thc U S. icdcral grand jury charging docu-
ment, which also states Mr. Bishnoi pro-
wvided four unnamed co-conspirators with
a photograph of the prominent Sikh sep-
aratist amd muluplc addresses 1o help fa-
cilitate the

Mr. Bishnoi and Mr. Singh, his child-
hood friend. who authorities say remains
a fugitive in the United States, are charged
with racketeering. One of the “overt acts™
proscoutors cite in connection with this is
their alleged role in arranging the murder

2026 WORLD CUP

ssination” of Sikh separatist im B.C.

of Mr. Nijjar. Other charges include extor-
thon - extracting moncy through threats
of viclence - as well as drug lranclung

Mr. Bishnoi has been imprisoned in
India for more than a decade. U.S. officials
said they are secking his extradition to
the United States. They are also secking
extradition for secveral other people
named in the indictments who are jailed
in India.

“Some of these guys are already in jail
cells in India. so obviously that's not
enough to restrain their activities.™ Bill Es-
sayli, First Assistant U.S. Attormey for the
Central District of California, said ar a
news conference in Los Angeles on Tues-
day. “When they come o a federal peni-
tentiary here, in the United States, | guar-
antee you he won't be extorting any more
vilctims.™

BISHNOI, AT

OUR CUP RUNNETH OVER

As the final whistle blows in Canada, the country begins
to take stock of the tournament’s costs — and its legacy = as

Colombia supporters march through Vancouwer before a match against Switzerland on Tuesday Switzerland

will mowe to the guarterfinals after winning the game on penalties.

TIMOTHY MATWEY/THE CANADIAN PRESS

More countries back global defence bank,
but major powers remain on sidelines

Nine countrics arc now supporting a now
Canada-led mulrtinational defence
But major partncrs such as Germany and
Britain are still absent, with the latter sug-
gesting instead thar Canada merge the
bank with its own parallel] initiative.
Defence, Security and Resilience
Bank. or IDSRB. is a financial institution
being established by a collective of coun-
tries that indudes NATO members and
their Indo-Pacific allies.

Albania. Belgium. Grecce, Latwvia, Tar-
key and Ukraine announced their support
for the DSRB at the NATO sumumit in Tur-
key on Tuesday. They join Canada, Lusx-
embourg and Romania - countries that
previously declared their interest - in for-

mally establishing the institution, which
aims to provide long-term, low-cost fi-
nancing for defence projects by its mern-
ber countries.

“We commit to providing the lcader-
ship required to advance the crearion
the DSRB with the urgency demandod by
the current geopolitical context, to enable
the Bank to commence operations as
carly as z2oz7,” the leaders of the nine
countries said in a jointly written state-
ment.

Countries all over the world are work-
ing to increase their defenoe spending amnd
build up their industrial bases, spurred by
rising gcopolitical tension and pressurc
fromn the United States to become less re-
liant on it as a major military power. NA-
TO allies, more specifically, have commit-
ted to increasing their defence spending
to 5 per cent of GDP by 2035

The Globe and Mail first reported in
April that Canada had been chosen as the
host country for the bank, meaning its
headguarters will land in the country.
Since then, Primce Minister Mark Carncy

n heavily campaigning for the in-
stitution and its benefits in moctings with
other world leaders.

He's been successful, 1o some extent,
given that the bank now has several Ew
ropean countries on board, incuding Lux-
embourg. which is known for its financial
SECIOr.

But othcr major powers, such as Ger-
many and Britain, remain absent from the
list of founding ocountrics, provoking
guestions abowut whether the bank can
truly scale to the size of similar institu-
vions, such as the World Bank or the Eu-
ropean Investment Bank.

DEFENCE BANK, AT

Carncy scraps
Trudcau-cra
Senate policy
as he appoints
aide, Tory MP

STEPHAMNIE LEVITZ

Primne Minister Mark Carmmey offi-
v abandoned a previous Lilb-
eral commitment to non-partisan
Senate appointments  Toesday,
naming a vetcran Liberal strate-
gist and a Conservative MP to the
chamber as part of a plan 1o get its
membership more in line with his
agenda.

The intment of Richard
Martel, who has served as a Que-
bec Conservarive MP since 2o0a8,
places additional pressure on
Conservative Leader Pierre Poi-
licwre, who has now lost five of his
MPs in the past nine months. And
the arrival of the strategist, Tom
Pitficld. who was Mr Cammcy's
principal secretary, puts a Liberal
opcrative in a rcalm of Parliament
where Mr. Camey’'s predecessor
had explicitly sought to lighten
the party’s footprint.

Mr. Martel and Mr. Pitficld will
sit as independent senators, as
will the others appointed Tues-
day: New Brunswick's Dr. Rodney
Ouellette, and Manitoba's Geeta
Tucker, a corporate executive.

The appointments are Mr. Car-
ney's first since becoming Prime
Minister. He frammed them as an
effort o modernize the appoint-
ment process and ensure Cam-
ada’s institutions are ready to deal
with today’s challenges.

He said he is ending the previ-
ous practice, instinuted by former
prime minister Justin Trudeau, of
listing “mon-partisanship™ as an
official criterion for Scnate ap-
pointments.

Mr. Carmnmey said doing so recog-
nizes that people who serve in
elected office or other partisan
roles know the governing and leg-
islative process, which he said will
make the Senate more effective.

He added that going forward,
he'll also be looking to the inde-
pendent advisory board for Sem-
ate appointments o recomumend
candidates with expertise in files
such as strategic industries, regu-
latory reform., and emerging so-
cial and economic issues.

CAUCUS, AS

JAIMI| JOY /REUTERS
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Auger-Aliassime gives
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but falls to Djokovic
in five-set thriller = s11
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U.S. renews attacks

on Iran after tankers
hit in Strait of Hormuz,
again testing truce = as
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Trade surplus hits
four-year high in May
on spike in oil, other
commodity prices = s1
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Tenants smarting from rent control failure

Conditions that led
to ballot question
haven’t gone away

By Andrew Brinker
GLORE STAFF

Like many Greater Boston resi-
dents, Michelle Harrison's life re-
wolves around her monthly rent pay-
ment.

She has moved from town to
towm in Eastern Massachusetts over
the past deeade in search of some-
thing affordable. And when she lost

her job as an office coordinator last
mamnth, her first thonght was: “How
am | going to afford rent?

Harrison, 33, had pinned her
hopes for relief on rent contral. As a
push o cap rent increases for the
first time in decades appeared Lo
gain steam this year, she found her-
selfl picturing what life might look
like without the specter of the annu-
al rent hikes that have squeezsed her
budget ever-tighter.

“My rent is up §1,000 from when
I moved in six vears ago,” said Harri-
son, who now shares an apartment
in Norwood with two roommates.

“That is not sustainable. And rent
comtrol could stop it

She will have to keep waiting.

The state Supreme Judicial
Court last month threw out a ballot
guestion that would have installed
rent control across Massachusetts
for the first time since the 1990s,
dealing a sharp blow to the hun-
dreds of thousands of everyday rent-
ers who, like Harrison, often strug-
gle to afford sky-high rents.

The question — which would
have limited annual rent increases
in most apartment buildings state-
wide to the pace of inflation — had

gathered enongh momentum to
hring powerful real estate groups to
the bargaining table to discnss a
compromise.
Renters were the force behind it.
Many yvoung people here have
friends who have decamped for
cheaper areas. Young people who
were sold a dream of homeowner-
ship are grappling with the reality
that they may end up renting forev-
er. Rent growth has so dramatically
outpaced income gains in recent de-
cades that some 250,000 renters,
nearly half of all the renters in the
RENTERS, Page A6

WORKING OUT THE BUGS
IN EFFORT TO SLOW WARMING

PRUOTOS KY FINK GOMEZ BOR THE NOSTOMN GLORE

Kathleen Savage, a scientist at Woodwell Climate Research Center, is collecting data in Edinburg, Maine.

Methane-eating microbes could help with potent greenhouse gas

Savage was joined by Logan Quinn as they sampled the canopy.

iy

Heady mercury

Wednesday: Sun’s back, nice.
High T3-78. Low 65-7T0.
Thursday: Hot and humid.

President Trump insisted
that the United States
should be in control of
Greenland rather than
MATO ally Denmark. A3,

The tall ships are coming, so
it's time to brush up on nau-
tical words and phrases. BL.

sis.

By Diti Kohli and Scooty Nickerson

GLOBE STAFF

A Massachusetts state trooper, already off du-

“These small. microscopic ol
she said. “When you translate that to an entire forest,
they add up and pack a big punch.”

By Sabrina Shankman

CLOBE STAFF

HOWLAND, MAINE

clentist Kathleen Savage leaned out from the
hasket of a boom 1ift, a red safety helmet
perched on her head.
She sealed a few needle-covered stalks from
an Eastern Hemlock tree inside a clear plastic
eylinder and pulled out her phone. On the sereen, a me-
ter rose and fell as the level of gases inside the cylinder
Muetuated. The question she was asking: What were the
microscopic bugs on the stalks and leaves doing in there?
‘The answer would provide limited data — just one
point, from one portion of a tree in one forest.
But looked at another way, it could also buy the pllm:l
critical time as the world races to address the climate cri-

are everywhere,”

METHANE, Page AT

Platner
still in but
hopefuls

1-
Maine Democrats already
focused on next nominee

By Sam Brodey
GLOBE STAFF

Graham Platner hasn't yet announced whether
he'll continue his Senate campaign in Maine fol-
lowing a bombshell rape allegation that landed
Monday.

Maine Democrats, however, are rapidly moving
forwand without him.

Under Maine law, Platner can be replaced as
the Demoeratic nominees if he withdraws before
July 13 — which seems mcreaslnslr inevitable as
his support collapses across the

The party would then have until .luI:.' 27 to se-
lect areplacement. But there is no abwions exdsting
procedure for this situation — leaving Democratic
officials scrambling to devise a process to replace
Platner that is fair, open, and can be concluded in
timme.

Meanwhile, at least a half-dozen possible con-
tenders waiting in the wings are competing for po-
sition and letting news media know they are re-
ceiving supportive calls.

Progressive and moderate factions both in and
outside Maine are escalating online battles that
have become nasty, demanding the other side be
blocked from influencing who succeeds Platner as
o

For voters, activists, and cven potential candi-
dates, its a heady mix, and one without precedent

PLATNER, Page AS

Brigham nurses
poised to strike
today, for a day

Would be largest in state
history; hospital planning
to follow with a lockout

By Marin Wolf and Jonathan Saltzman
ULOEE STAFF

About 4,000 unionized nurses at Brigham and
Women's Hospital are slated to walk off the job
Wednesday in what would be the largest nurses
strike in Massachusetts history.

The threatened strike follows months of negoti-
ations between the Massachusens Nurses Associa-
tion and the state’s largest health care svstem.
Talks ended after the two sides hit an impasse over
pay inereases and health insurance costs at the
Harvard teaching hospital.

The strike is only scheduled to last one day, but
nurses will be locked out of the hospital an addi-
tional four days, returning on July 13, That's be-
caunse Brigham, one of Mass General Brigham's two
fMagship hospitals, is contractually obligated to
provide the temporary replacement nurses that it
has hired with five days of work, MGE told staffl

The dispute has the potential to disrupt care
and expose discord at one of the state’s most prom-
iment and highly rated hospitals. MGH representa-

STRIKE, Page AG

Wrong-way crashes on the rise in Mass.

State makes changes to
road signs, adds cameras

A local sheriff criticized ICE
after the agency accused
his office of ignoring its re-
quest to hold a New Bedford
man facing charges. B1.

¥, killed responding to an errant Jeep. A Glouc-
ester teenager, newly graduoated from high
school, struck head-on on Route 128. And a Hav-
erhill man, mangled in the aftermath of a colli-
sion while driving down Interstate 93.

These are just three lives claimed by wrong-
way car crashes that are increasingly commeon in
Massachusetts.

The trifecta of fatal accidents in the final days
of June, followed by yet another Monday, under-
scores how the problem has metastasized in Mas-

High 85-90. Low TO-75.
High tide: 5:46 a.m., 6:11 p.m.
Sumrise: 5:15 Sunset: 8:23
‘Weather and Comics, G6-T.

¥OL. 310, NO. & Seaport, eight years after

its Mew York headguarters

suggested retail price was flooded out. BS.

Not every Boston-area res- sachusetts: Citations for wrong-way driving have

taurant has to be a splurge. exploded in recent years, and the number of

Devra First finds some al- deaths climbed.

ternatives that offer a simi- In each of the last two vears, the state issued ARG . WALEER/GLOME STARF
a lar experience for less. Gl. ACCIDENTS, Page A7  Signage on southbound Route 128 onto High Street in Danvers seems clear.
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CARL PUSTL cjdtesmmismninee gid ©om
Missy Meyake Lepaige showers herself with bottled water as she entertains the crowd at The Palace Bar & Restaurant.

bars in Miami disappear,

here’s how the community
keeps the party going

BY DELLA ROSE SAUER
AND AMANDA ROSA
deliasanerg@miamiherald.com
aroeagmiamiherald.com

v's, the only LGBTQ+
bar in Wynwood, achieved a
daunting feat in South Flor-
ida.

Its owners opened a small
business in one of Miami's
hottest neighborhoods, buily
a crowd of regulars, hosted
drag shows, D] sets and
watch partics, and cven
threw a multi-day festival.

It was fabulous — until @
developer bought the block.
Willy's closced last Awgust
after just 11 months.

Miami, known as a “gay
mecca’™ for generations, is
home to one of the largest
LGBTQ+ populations in the
South, with over 20,000
people who identify as
BTQ+ within the city’s
boundary, according to data
firom the city. Yet, gay-cen-
rered venues have continued
to close shop and LGBTQ+

members face a dwindling
number of spaces run for the
community by the commumni-

.

And Miami Beach's iconic
1 TQ+ scene, immortal-

i n movies like Robin
Williams® “The Birdcage,”™
now down to a handful of
bars. While long-standing
institutions in Miami-Dade
like The Palace, Twist and R
House are still around, pop-
ular spots like Willy's and
MNathan's Beach Club hawve
closed within the last two
WCArS.

*It"s prety sad for such a
large city,” said Willy's co-
owvner Jor-El Garcia. “We
really need more.™

To adapt to the dwindling
LGRTQ-focused spaces, the
ecommunity has created a
rarchwork of LGETQ+
events and parties that pop
up at local bars and venues.

¥'s is keeping the brand
alive with Big Wig, its annual

SEE LGBTGQ+, 24 Beach on June 28.

CARL JUSTE cjustegiensminerabd com

Missy Meyake Lepaige engages the crowd with a dance and
lip-sync performance at the Palace Sunday brunch in Miami

After
Venezuela’s
devastating
earthquakes,
survivors
ask: What
comes next?

BY CATHERINE ELLIS
Latin America Repovis

CARACAS, VENEZUELA

Almost two weeks afller twin carth-
guakes struck Vencezucla, most intermation-
al rescue teams have cither left or are
winding down operations. Forcign jouwmnal-
ists are also leaving, and some volunteers:
from across the country are having to re-
tm home.

As emergency response efforts scale
back, attention is shifting to recovery and
reconstruction, with those affected by the
disasrer on June 24 confronting whar
COMEs Nnext.

In La Guaira, the worst-affected area,
many streets are now largely silent.
Mounds of rubble and partially collapsed
buildings that were once crowded with
people searching for survivors now lie
abandoned. In other areas, diggers are
clearing concrete slabs, dusty debris and
the remnants of ordinary life, including
school beoks, clothes and broken fumiture.

Omn one strect, the words “We are alive™
are painted in large letters on the side of a
house. The owner, Daniel Tavares, is one
of the only residents still living there. His
house remains largely intact. He told the
Miami Herald the message was intended
wo alert relarives that he and his mother
survived, after many buildings on the same
street collapsed.

Bur while he and his mother are alive,
his 17-year-old daughter and 11-year-old
son were killed in the earthquake in anoth-
er anea.

“I'm numb. 1 have so many memories,™
he said. *I will always cherish them, but
what now?™

The death toll now stands at 3,535, but is
expected w rise further, with hopes of
finding suwrvivors fading. Around 40,000
people are still registered as missing on
crowd-sourcing websites.

Tavares is reluctant o leave the home
where his children used to visit.

“We're waiting to see what we're going
to do, whether they will demaolish the
houses, whether help will arrive, because

SEE VENEZUELA, 24

They gave James Uthmeier’s
campaign $25,000. Then his
office stepped in to help

BEY LAWRENCE MOWER
I P A R By Cen

TALLAHASSFEF

Florida Attorney General
James Uthmeier has used
his office to intervene on
behalf of donors since
taking office last year,
inserting the state’s law-
yers in civil disputes to help
developers and car dealers.

In at least three separate
instances, the attormey
general’s office got in-
volved in a legal battle days
or wocks after a do
$25,000 o Uthrry
campaign. He also b
expunge the criminal histo-
ry of a wealthy business-
man's daughter this vear.

There's no proof that the
attomey general’s office
stepped in because of the
donations. But guestions
about the blwring of politi-
cal and official actions
spilled into cowrt proceed-

SEE UTHMEIER, 4A

CARL JUSTE civsls@rmsmimcnshd com
Florida Attorney General
James Uthmeier, at the
lectern, with LLS. Attorney
Jason Reding Quifiones,
left, at a news conference
at the FDLE Miami
Regional Operations
Center on Feb, 19,

Will Miami-Dade raise
the gas tax and cut
arts funding this yvear?

EY DOUGLAS HANKS
I ca vk fPuranssmai bl curn

Facing another chal-
lenging budget year, Mia-
mi-Dade’s mayor this
week revealed she won't
be diverting money from
chariry and arts grants or
raising new revenue by
making drivers pay more
for gas or tramsit pas-
sengers pay more for
rides.

Mayor Daniella Levine
Cava told a town hall
Monday night that her
2027 budget proposal
contains “scrious belt

tightening™ but that she
won't calling for the
nonprofit grant culs that
were one of last year’s top
budget controversies
before the mayor retreat-
ed on that $40 million
austerity measure. Still,
the mayor, who has
wowed not to propose
property tax increases,
offered no hint at where
the cuts will come.
Levine Cava confirmed
to the Miami Herald after
the event that her budget
proposal would maintain
the current level of fund-
ing for county-funded
charitics — known as

community-based organi-
zations, or CBOS in coun-
ty parlance — and for
existing arts grants, which
were also subject to cuts
in lasr year's budger plan
before the mayor dropped
that plan, too.

In taking arts and char-
ity cuts off the rable, Le-
vine Cava has narrowed
her options for closing
what this year's forecast
projects as a $173 million
revenue gap for the 2027
budget yvear, which begins
Oct. 1. That figure has
likely growmn in the

SEE BUDGET. 10A
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's £5m gift reported over

money laundering concerns

® Revelation comes as
Reform UK leader quits
as MP, forcing byelection

@ But move appeared
to backfire as rivals say
they will not contest seat

Exclusive
Anna Isaac

The £5m gift to Nigel Farage by a
cryptocurrency billionaire was
reported to the National Crime
Agency by bankers who were con
cerned it may have been laundered
money, the Guardian can reveal.

The disclosure will put further
pressure on the Reform UK leader,
who is awaiting a decision by the
standards commissioner over
whether his failure to declare the
money breached parliamentary
rules.

Farage was given a deadline of
Ipm yesterday to respond to the
Guardian about this article. He gave
a video address at 2pm announcing
he would force a byelection in his seat
of Clacton

That attempt to shake off the
deepening scandal over his finances
appeared to have backfired last night
as the Conservatives, Labour, Restore
Britain and the Liberal Democrats
all announced they would not stand
candidates inacontest described asa
“mediacircus” and “vanity project”.

If Farage were re-elected, he would
still be likely to face the parliamen-
tary investigation and any reprimand
that might follow.

The Guardian first revealed in April
that Farage had been given £5m by the
Reform donor Christopher Harborne,

Since then Farage has given dif-
fering explanations over what the
money was for, and insisted he had
no obligation to disclose it because
he was not a politician at the time,
claiming it had no bearing on his
decision to stand in the 2024 gen-
eral election.

$535_u2401
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However, the latest Guardian
investigation will raise fresh ques-
tions over the gift.

According to financial industry
sources, Farage received at least some
ofthe £5m after he had announced on
23 May 2024 that he was not going to
stand for parliament, saying it was
“not the right time for me®,

The balance of the £5m was
recefved after he had ruled himself
out, and shortly before he said he
would run for the seat of Clacton in
Essex,

The disclosure of the £5m gift has
led to the biggest crisis of Farage’s
political career,

A Nigel Farage announces he is
ro step down as an MP and then
stand in the resulting byelection
PHOTOGRAPH: AN KITWOOE ETTY IMAGES

In correspondence with the Guard
ian, Harbormne's lawyers have claimed
Farage received the money on 5 April
2024.

They did not provide a substan
tive response to detailed questions
on the gift and a suspicious activity
report (SAR) to the NCA. Instead, they
asked for acopy of any documents in
the Guardian's possession.

In one of the letters sent to the
Guardian, Farage said he did not

know about the SAR. He added: “1
have noreason todoubt the ultimate
source of the money.”

He also repeated unsubstantiated
accusations that the information had
been “illegally obtained” by this

newspaper.

Farage has said he was not in pol
itics at the time, and claimed that
meant he was under no obligation
to disclose it.

But within weeks - on 1 May 2024

he became *a person of signifi-
cant control” for Reform's corporate
entity, meaning he in effect owned

and controlled the party. “
He was also honorary
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Tribunales

t Los jueces suspenden la entrada en prision del Pequefio Nicolds —ea1
© el

Marine Le Pen salia ayer de los juzgados de Paris tras conocer su condena. BENOIT TESSIER (REUVTERS)

Le Pen sera candidata pese
ala condena por corrupcion

La lider ultra incumple la promesa de renunciar a las urnas
en Francia si el tribunal le imponia una tobillera electronica

DANIEL VERDD

Paris

El Tribunal de Apelacion de Paris
rebajé ayer la pena a la lider de
Reagrupamiento Nacional (RN),
la ultra Marine Le Pen, por el caso
de malversacidn de fondos euro-

inhabilitacidn que le impedia pre-
sentarse a las elecciones de 2027,
pero le impuso una tobillera elec-
trdnica durante un afio, una medi-
da que Le Pen considerd incom-
patible con una candidatura hace
algunos meses.

entrevista en television, Le Pen
ANUNCIO que seguira adelante en
su lucha por llegar al Eliseo, pre-
sentari un recurso al Supremo e
incumplird su compromiso de re-
tirarse de la carrera electoral siel
tribunal le mantenia el dispositivo

Trump tensa la

cumbre de la OTAN
con mas amenazas
sobre Groenlandia

El presidente de EE UU vuelve a criticar a
sus aliados nada mas aterrizar en Turquia

MARIA R SAHUQUILLO

ANDRES MOURENZA

Ankara

El presidente estadounidense,
Donald Trump, renové ayer sus
amenazas de tomar Groenlandia,
la enormie isla drtica que s parte
de Dinamarca. Nada mds aterri-
zar en Ankara (Turquia), donde
se celebra una cumbre clave pa-
ra el futuro de la OTAN, el diri-
gente republicano asegurd gue
Groenlandia “deberia estar con-
trolada por EE UU y no por Di-
namarca”. Ademais volvié a eri-
ticar a los aliados por no haber
cooperado con Estados Unidos e
Israel en la guerra contra Irdn y
negarse a desplegar una mision
para desbloguear por la fuerza
el estrecho de Ormuz. "Hemos
invertido billones de délares en
la OTAN. ;Por qué? Para prote-
ger alos paises eurnpeos v otros...
Uno pensaria que estarian muy
dispuestos a hacer algo para ayu-
darnos, ¥ realmente no lo esta-
ban™, dijo Trump, quien fue reci-
bido por ¢l presidente turco, Re-
cep Tayvip Erdogan.

Los aliados europens y Cana-
dé contienen la respiracién por
el temor a que el presidente es-
tadounidense haga saltar por los
aires la diplomacia y fracase una
cita erucial, preparada para aga-

EE UU reclama a Europa que
se haga cargo de su propia segu-
ridad y ha anunciado ya replie-
gues del Viejo Continente y que
dejari de poner a disposicion de
la Alianza cazas, submarinos o
aviones cisterna., —PEY T

Elultra Farage
dimite por

la corrupcion
pero buscara
ser reelegido

RAFA DE MIGUEL

Londres

El ultraderechista britinico
Nigel Farage ha decidido de-
safiar las acusaciones de co-
rrupcion e intentar salvar su
carrera politica. El lider de
Reform UK renuncid ayer a
su acta de diputado para for-
zar una eleceion parcial en su
circunscripeidn. La decision
se produce cuando estaba ca-
da vez mis acosado por escin-
dalos generados por los lujo-
s08 regalos v donativos de va-
rios amigos multimillonarios
v ¢l Parlamento se disponia a

otro mal partido y remontar en 15 minutos (3-2)

peos. La juez dio por liquidada la Ya entrada la tarde, en una  de control. —P2Y3 sajarle. interrogarle. —P4
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Laamarga Namérica
despedida de se hunde,
Pochettino, gran Espania flota

defensor de Trump | Martin Caparris —pss a3
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ROCIO MARTINEZ POSADA
Madrid

Los juristas critican la deci-
sion judicial de prohibir a Be-
gofia Gimesz vigjar a 'E'urt|u[:|
pero no a Inglaterra, v acha-
can "el disparate” al juez Juan

Carlos Peinado. —P16



